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House Activities 
 

House Championship 2011 – 12 

DRAKE 

As I read validation in the news of a 400 year old histor-

ical suspicion, I was pleased to report that Sir Francis 

Drake is now confirmed as having discovered California 

and claiming it for Queen Elizabeth I.  The story would 

have pleased me more if it had confirmed that he had 

pipped a lesser known explorer, Kingsley Montgomerie, 

to doing so.  I jest.  However, in the House Champion-

ship of 2011/12 there was a genuinely well contested 

competition between the two.  I say this with due re-

spect to the other four Houses but, with joint third place 

finishers Scott and C/G finishing over 100 points be-

hind second, it really was a two horse race.  And I am 

also delighted to add that it was a race in which Drake 

would prevail. 

The Drake strategy of the year – a retrospective strate-

gy, of course – was to adopt a slow burner approach, 

then increase to a crescendo in the final week of activi-

ty in July.  Never before have I known of Drake winning 

the Rowing Regatta – an irony that Mr Whittaker always 

referred to with our patron as a decorated Fleet Vice 

Admiral – and a fourth successive victory in the Swim-

ming Gala gave us a 12.5 point cushion that we were 

not going to concede wholly on Sports Day.  As it tran-

spired, K/M won Sports Day and we finished in third 

place leaving the winning margin to be as small as it 

could be at 2½ points.  This was particularly pleasing 

as it was the same margin that we finished second be-

hind K/M by a year earlier. 

On reflection, there were many success stories – too 

many to make mention of here – and I only hope that 

those significant contributors across the House felt as 

though their efforts were worthwhile and duly recog-

nised.  Across the eighteen events, Drake won eight, 

were second in two and a fifth place in Cricket was the 

only disappointment.   

Although fourth place finishes were the result of the 

Public Speaking and Drama competitions, they definite-

ly included part triumphs.  Housepoints at all in these 

particular events were in no small part down to inspired 

performances from Matty McConnell.  Needing no en-

couragement to take to the stage, Matty was a late in-

clusion to the Senior Public Speaking final and probably 

on entertainment value over intellectual content.  His 

speech debated the question ‘Are Northerners Unedu-

cated Barbarians?’  Confident in delivery, his witty argu-

ment concluded that the stereotypes should remain 

and Northerners be proud of their ignorance.  It certain-

ly won the glamorous adjudicator, Natalie Dormer, over 

and you could see Matty’s confidence levels visibly 

grow as she began her critique by flirtatiously asking 

 C/G D K/M L R S 

Public Speaking 12.5 12.5 30 20 25 5 

Carrom 5 25 15 10 20 30 

Chess 7.5 30 22.5 7.5 15 22.5 

Drama 20 15 30 25 10 5 

Badminton 15 30 7.5 7.5 20 25 

Literary Quiz 10 30 25 20 15 5 

Bridge 5 30 20 10 25 15 

Basketball 20 12.5 30 12.5 25 5 

Grist's Run 27.5 20 27.5 10 15 5 

Rugby 25 30 20 10 5 15 

General Knowledge 10 17.5 30 25 5 17.5 

Soccer 30 12.5 12.5 5 25 20 

Table Tennis 25 20 30 7.5 7.5 15 

Singing 15 25 20 5 10 30 

Tennis 25 30 17.5 5 17.5 10 

Cricket 17.5 10 25 17.5 5 30 

Swimming 15 30 20 10 5 25 

Rowing 5 30 15 10 20 25 

Athletics 25 20 30 15 5 10 

       

POINTS 315 430 427.5 232.5 275 315 

       

POSITION 3rd= 1st 2nd 6th 5th 3rd= 
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‘Can I call you Matty?’ before proceeding to place him 

in first. 

This was the first of every opportunity taken by Matty to 

entertain the audience.  He, along with blood brother 

and Drake stalwart Sam Dando, added character to the 

House Part song and were outstanding playing the 

main roles in the House Play.  They are genuine enter-

tainers who complement each other.  They revelled, 

without a hint of arrogance, in showing off their brilliant 

delivery, comic timing and how well they feed off each 

other in performance. 

While on the topic of performance, Peter Lidbetter’s 

efforts to conduct the unison song were particularly 

commendable.  Ever the most onerous task asked of 

any House prefect, he took up the challenge in typically 

pragmatic fashion.  Whilst the judgement didn’t favour 

the unison production, his part song arrangement did 

and Peter received further high praise and recognition 

in the ATB solos.  His bass voice proved mature and 

controlled and I was delighted for him on achieving first 

place in this prestigious category. 

Zubair Froogh showed his all-round worth and capabili-

ties.  In addition to winning all his chess matches as 

Senior Board one – as Rudi Narendran and Rob Forster 

also did on boards two and five respectively – he was 

influential on the football field, won the senior Table 

Tennis competition, ensured a Drake victory in the inau-

gural Senior Carrom competition and proved a compe-

tent Bridge player and tutor to partner Jerry Chiu.  Maxi-

mum points in Chess and Bridge events and a second 

place in Carrom ensued. 

Other noteworthy performances of the year included 

victory for the senior Literary Quiz team of Tom Bain, 

Matt Ashwell, Peter Lidbetter, Ashley Johnson and Juli-

na Hewitt; unbeaten records for Henry Maxwell, Sam 

English, Jin Woo An and Dan Parshad in their respective 

Chess competitions; the general strength across the 

House in Badminton; and a Year 8 that dominated any 

sporting event going. Sam Turner broke the Year 10 

100m Breaststroke, and we broke both Year 10 medley 

and freestyle relay records, too. 

As already mentioned, finishing no worse than 3rd on 

Sports Day would guarantee us the Championship.  

Stood at the finishing line as finishing judge, I have to 

admit that my confidence in our ability to achieve this 

faltered.  We did hold on, thanks partly to how poorly 

Livingstone, Raleigh and Scott performed on the day, 

and thanks more so to some tremendous efforts made 

by our own athletes.  Ben Gibbons finished first behind 

Tim Livingstone in the 800m and 1500m, then broke 

Ralph Street’s 1500m steeplechase Sports Day record 

and still found the energy to run a leg in the 4x400m 

relay.  Ben Chandler performed similarly well in the 

Year 9 400m and 800m (particularly if we ignore the 

minor matter of his disqualification for impeding the C/

G runner in trying to stay in the lead down the final 

straight).  Alan Hutcheson exceeded expectations to 

win the Intermediate 100m, and the lunchtime tug-of-

war team, anchored by Travis Joseph, heaved its way to 

emphatic victory.  One final mention must be made of 

Angelo Buter who broke a 25 year old Sports Day rec-

ord in the Year 8 100m and a 35 year old record in the 

200m.  He also nearly broke the ergo machine at the 

Rowing Regatta! 

Now, to indulge the outgoing House Captains.  Peter 

Lidbetter and Callum Fraser have given full service to 

Drake throughout their time at Tiffin and led with gritty 

From left to right: Rob Forster, Matty McConnell, Callum Fraser, CO, Peter Lidbetter and Sam Dando. 

The complete team of Senior Drake House Prefects jubilant on Sports Day (which in itself Is noteworthy) having just 

been presented with the Championship Trophy for 2011/12. 
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determination in their final year.  The former competed 

in every possible event, perhaps with the exception of 

Carrom, and made particularly outstanding contribu-

tions to House Singing, General Knowledge and filling 

in any available spot in sporting events generally.  The 

latter saved his major contributions for the sports field 

and was always a key feature in the Rugby, Football, 

Racquets and Athletics teams and more than happy to 

fill in where necessary to ensure entry points.  It was a 

fitting end to the year that Callum finished 2nd in the 

2000m Steeplechase, universally agreed to be the 

event of least popularity and most pain.  Furthermore, 

it was pleasing to see Gana Nwana finish behind him in 

4th place. 

In conclusion, there was spirited commitment from 

enough members of the House to build and sustain 

momentum throughout the campaign.  This culture is 

maintained as long as the efforts of the senior section 

of the House are reliable and visible to the juniors.  The 

product of the efforts this year was a very satisfying 3rd 

Championship victory in the last 4 years.  I offer my 

congratulations to all involved and I hope that the ship 

remains as steady and forward-moving in 2012/13 

under the watchful leadership of Matthew Ashwell, 

Matteo Probert and their team of prefects. 

CO 

KINGSLEY-MONTGOMERY 

This year represented yet another significant effort 

from the mighty Kingsley-Montgomery. Though first 

place was missed by the narrowest margin of 2.5 

points, members of K/M everywhere can hold their 

heads up high and be proud for making this year’s 

championship one of the most nail-biting and fiercely 

challenged in recent years. Through our continued com-

mitment to achieving perfection in every event and be-

cause of our unfailing perseverance and ambition 

we’ve forced each House to up their efforts in a bid to 

match us and, in so doing, have noticeably increased 

the quality of the competition. This is quite a feat and 

one that proves that the dark ages are well and truly 

behind us. When other Houses now hear of ‘Kingsley-

Montgomery’ they are gripped by fear, respect and ado-

ration – such is the legacy we are creating. 

At the heart of this incredible performance is the for-

ward thinking and dynamic leadership of our glorious 

Housemaster Mr. Martin. Seen by many as a paternal 

figure, he has developed what can only be described as 

a cult of adulation about him. It is under his leadership 

that K/M has really been able to blossom and his new 

system of delegating control and leadership amongst 

members of the House from all years proved, yet again, 

to be a huge success. 

With the calm and charismatic Giles Smith (a true mas-

ter of rhetoric and cunning leader) and the determined, 

motivated and all-round upstanding chap Charlie Hud-

son captaining the House we all knew from the very 

start of the year that we were destined for greatness. 

The captains, along with the unwavering support of all 

the vice-captains, prefects and House members, were 

able to pick up on the momentum from last year and 

propel us to new glory. The overall dedication and spirit-

ed contributions of every member were both inspira-

tional and awe-inspiring and reflect the justified feel-

ings of loyalty each person feels towards the House; 

feelings which translate into victories and points. 

K/M’s performance in the Arts this year was, as always, 

sublime and almost impeccable and through our signa-

ture wit and charm we were consistently able to pick up 

top points and show the other Houses how it ought to 

be done. 

Public Speaking gave us our first chance to show that 

we were deserving of our new position as the top 

House in the school. After some excellent turnouts at 

the heats and a fantastic number making the finals we 

managed to place first. As always it was a pleasure to 

watch Louie Mackee excel in Prose and Verse and to 

hear Ben Williamson, Laurence Ellis and Rory McKeon 

delight the audience in the Public Speaking. Congratu-

lations to all those involved. 

Equally fantastic was the House Singing outcome. With 

a hearty, daring, and (for some) racy rendition of 

‘Rasputin’ in the unison section and a moving and 

graceful version of ‘Sound of Silence’ K/M once again 

gripped a packed main hall. We even, so it’s been said, 

moved many to tears. With excellent contributions from 

Charlie Hudson, Rory Goldring, Jack Bazalgette and 

Edan Umrigar (and the spirits of Kieran Brunt and Pat-

rick Milne), as well as a strong pack of soloists and tre-

mendous dedication from all of the year groups in-

volved, we were able to secure a solid third. Well done 

everybody! 

Another event in which K/M asserted her dominance 

was the House Drama. A cast of mixed ages and experi-

ence came together under the direction of Elias Rebeiz 

to cruise to an overall victory. Though organised in clas-

sic K/M fashion (that is, very last-minute) the cast were 

able to transform the humble main hall into another 

world full of crooked politicians and wayward jokes – a 

world not so different from our own, as it turns out. Lou-

ie Mackee and Ben Williamson portrayed a father-son 

relationship beautifully and special mention must cer-

tainly be made of Max Funcheon-Dinnen for his out-

standing performance and contributions. With memora-

ble performances from everyone involved more con-

gratulation is certainly in order. It was also great to 

have continued support from Kieran Brunt, James 

Kimber, Nick Burke, Joshua Thomas and Ben Phillips. 

This demonstrates the commitment and devotion K/M 

have to their House. 

Elsewhere, K/M placed second in the Literary Quiz and 

first in General Knowledge, performing remarkably as 

always and helping maintain K/M’s reputation as the 

‘arty’ and intellectual House. Keep up the good work, 

everyone. 

In sports K/M continued to go from strength to 

strength, winning basketball, with the talents of Raeku-

lan Nithiyabhaskaran, Dishan De Silva, Shane Selvadu-

rai, Biravin Jeyakarunakaran and Giles Smith, and do-

ing tremendously well in football, tennis, rowing and 

especially well in rugby. Special mention must be made 

of Mike ‘bruiser’ Gostling who led by example in the 
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senior House rugby with his irrepressible turn of pace 

as he flew down the wing for numerous tries. 

On sports day K/M were able to defy any ‘haters’ by 

putting on one of the most spectacular title challenges 

in living memory. Tom Butcher won just about every-

thing possible and Ed Figueiredo was an inspiration in 

his unrelenting enthusiasm and now infamous first lap 

of the 1500m. A big thanks must go out to Ed for all of 

his sports day efforts over the years, never turning 

down an opportunity to do maximum events for his 

House. Kirk Willicombe flew to 100m glory and Dmitri  

Dharmasena gave it a good effort. Unfortunately the 

day finished with K/M short of the House Champion-

ship by 2.5 points, even though K/M won the athletics 

for the first time in many years. It was a tragedy, no 

doubt, but I’m sure it will inspire a generation. 

Following such an exciting year K/M have a lot to re-

flect upon. By playing upon our strengths and rectifying 

our weaknesses I’m sure that we can come back 

stronger than ever for the 2012-2013 competition. In 

the meantime we can rightfully be proud of being the 

Killa Merkerz, destined for greatness. Captain Rory 

Goldring, backed up by Vice Captains Elias Rebeiz and 

Louie Mackee, are destined for another remarkable 

year. 

Go the extra KM! Thomas Dolfi 

Elias Rebeiz 

CHURCHILL-GORDON 

A brand new year, a brand new leadership and a brand 

new vision. 2011 saw C/G welcome the appointment of 

Mr Leeves as its new master to take over the reins 

along with House captains Tom Wallace and George 

Taylor, to complete the trio. What was superb to see, 

was the independence that all the years were given to 

organise teams for events amongst themselves and it 

is this change in policy that will ultimately prove fruitful 

for the House by providing the best platform for future 

leadership teams to prosper in their roles. 

This year had a theme of being middling-we were never 

consistently winning events; however, we were never 

too far behind success. There were certainly stand out 

performances that epitomised the talent pool within the 

House and this was clearly illustrated during the House 

Public Speaking. Tom Mitchell confirmed his domi-

nance of the Year 9 competition with a resounding vic-

tory during finals night. He was accompanied by the 

engaging Hassan Asad who deserves a special mention 

for grasping any opportunity presented to him by involv-

ing himself within many House competitions, a hefty 

task for a new boy, settling himself into school life. Like-

wise, Tom Wallace also wrote and organised a superb 

House Drama play, and with some very controversial 

judging decisions, we were maybe not rewarded for the 

skill, confidence and hard work of all our contributors. 

However, with the talent pool within the arts in the 

House, victory is unquestionably around the corner. 

An extremely strong division of competitions for C/G 

has been the sports.  For example, the new Year 7 

group of 2011 were tremendous in their victorious run 

through the House Football and Rugby competitions. 

This success characterized the spirit with which the 

Year 7s faced the challenges of the competitions, re-

sulting in their numerous achievements throughout the 

year. This spirit and will to establish the dominance of 

the House was highlighted through our 1st place finish 

in the House run with Euan Traynor, Harry Jarvis, Will 

Nichols and Daniel Ashenafi  completing swift laps on a 

gruelling course with unenviable weather conditions. 

Moreover, Mahdi Murtaza, Josh Kim and many others 

were also influential in helping to organise a sports day 

team that finished second. Congratulations to all those 

who participated and organised the running of sports 

day for the House.  

Overall, we finished in a respectable third equal posi-

tion, certainly not representative of the potential that 

the House has to compete for the Championship itself.  

It was evident that C/G faltered in the chess, bridge 

and carrom, all relatively unknown sports within the 

Tiffin community. Therefore, it would be hugely benefi-

cial for the House if an increased number of members 

were to attempt to play and enjoy one of these new* 

sports, and thus improve on the relatively disappointing 

last position in all three events. This progression, com-

bined with the spread of responsibilities throughout the 

year groups, along with the natural flair and talent of 

the House, will surely guarantee a triumphant Churchill-

Gordon.   

Finally, a huge thank you to all who were involved in the 

House including Mr Leeves, Mr Shaw, Mr Taylor, Tom 

Wallace, George Taylor, Shankar Saanthakumar, Tim 

Salinger and the numerous others whose contribution 

to the House has been tremendous and vital in the hu-

mongous progression of the House over the course of 

the year.  Good luck to all those in the House for a 

hopefully productive time next year, where hard work 

will result in the deserved success.   

Aravinden Ratnakumar 

* Chess was a counting inter-House competition at 

senior and intermediate level when I joined Tiffin in 

1969; contract bridge was added,  I believe by Messrs 

Edwards and Fogg, in 1994-5; but what is carrom? [Ed] 

SCOTT 

After finishing bottom in the House competition for two 

years straight, Scott entered the 2011/12 year rather 

dispirited, lethargic and with their heads hanging low. 

Promoting their skills, encouraging their talents and 

convincing them that they were just as good as the oth-

er Houses would prove to be a substantial challenge, 

but under the watchful eye of the House captains 

James Chauncy and Daneesh Mohajeri and their House 

prefects, Scott would continue to go from strength to 

strength as the year progressed.  

Far from a lack of talent, it was poor organisation that 

had been Scott’s downfall in the past. This issue contin-

ued to haunt the House early on during the 2011-12 

competition, with shocking turnouts and ill-preparation 

for events such as drama, literary quiz and public 

speaking. Fortunately, this pattern was quickly broken 

and with the diligence of House prefects Aaranan Si-

vasubramaniam and Aaron Cheng, Scott took the maxi-



101 

mum 30 well-deserved points in both the carrom and 

badminton competitions.  

As the year progressed and more competitions came 

and went, it became apparent that the persistent deter-

mination and drive from the House prefects was start-

ing to take effect. A growing sense of pride was becom-

ing obvious at House meetings and absences from 

competitions were becoming increasingly rare. This 

pride was strengthened by the onset of the House mu-

sic competition- where a special mention must be 

made for Nicholas Wong whose sublime conducting of 

the unison song was the last in a number of incredible 

performances that earned him the conductor’s wand 

and took Scott to victory for only the third time in the 

history of the competition!  

With the end of the year approaching and a few key 

competitions still to go, Scott entered the final week in 

mid-position in the competition table. A strong finish in 

the rowing, swimming and cricket took the competition 

right down to the wire, and after just holding on to 4th 

place in the athletics, Scott finished the House compe-

tition in  joint 3rd position with C/G and as the most 

improved House overall in the 2011/12 championship. 

I am immensely proud of all the boys who put in so 

much time and energy to push Scott from a somewhat 

disheartened, dejected House into one that its mem-

bers are all proud to be part of. Well done to all those 

involved and congratulations to Drake for victory in the 

House competition. 

AH 

RALEIGH 

Raleigh House’s revolution may not have been tele-

vised, but the second year since pupil takeover contin-

ued apace, led by Chris Born and his able deputies.  

There were gallant performances in the opening event, 

public speaking. Although very few made it to the prom-

ised land of the finals evening, Kristjan Moore was one 

to buck the trend, and his oratory in the prose and 

verse competition was fantastic. Hal Barrow, Ben 

Baker, Jeevan Bajwa, Adam Mirsky, Finbar Fitzgerald 

and Sam Hasler-Winter all picked up vital points in ei-

ther 3rd or 4th position, to give Raleigh a good start, 

finishing 2nd overall. 

The new competition was thought to be a Raleigh fa-

vourite: Carrom. Despite a huge player number from 

which to select, the favourites were upset in the early 

rounds, and were left needing to score well in the plate 

competition. Fortunately, they did, and stole a 3rd 

place finish. 

From here onwards, the story is a bleaker one. Ra-

leigh’s renowned shortcomings at Grist’s were exposed, 

particularly the continued frailty at egg-chasing. The 

round ball proved far easier to master, as the revolu-

tion picked up creditable 2nd positions in both basket-

ball and football, notably led by the nonchalant talents 

of Jack Rogers in the senior basketball success. Excel-

lent performances in the lower school helped Raleigh to 

3rd in the badminton, but cricket proved disastrous. 

Having won the competition the previous year, to finish 

last was nothing less than catastrophic. The only possi-

ble explanation can be the organiser’s scandalous in-

sistence that the tournament be held outdoors!  

Sitting in on the general knowledge competition was an 

eye-opener for me. I am normally very satisfied by an-

swering 2 questions correctly in a half-hour University 

Challenge show, but I can tell you categorically that the 

standard of Tiffin senior general knowledge is no differ-

ent. Despite our best efforts, we were again con-

demned to 6th place overall. 

The drama competition provided much excitement, and 

the Finbar Fitzgerald and Chris Born combination pro-

duced a highly entertaining piece, involving huge num-

bers of actors of all year groups in the House. The story 

was based on the board game Monopoly, and was intri-

cate and clever. Although the judging saw more merit in 

the other pieces, the best actor trophy was won by our 

very own Finbar, who has a bright acting future ahead, 

and behind him. 

Sadly, the bulk of the House competitions featured me-

diocre results for the Raleigh revolutionaries — and I 

implore the fellow Wednesday Week B hall dwellers to 

pick up their table tennis bats and practise, practise, 

practise! 

Raleigh must collectively say a huge thank you to the 

year leaders and deputies. Without them, organising 

the yeargroups would have been impossible: 

Year 7: Ben Baker and Achchuthan Sivakumaran 

Year 8: Matt Hinks and Arash Hussaini 

Year 9: Josh Cook and Dom Jones 

Year 10: Adam Mirsky, Jeevan Bajwa and Max Lovelock 

… and of course a huge vote of thanks to the Raleigh 

House Prefects of 2011-12. You may not have brought 

an unending dynasty of success to us, but you en-

thused the masses, and you were an absolute delight. 

We won’t forget Chris’s impassioned plea at his fare-

well to the Raleigh faithful. His faith, and that of the 

prefects with whom he departed is firmly in the Raleigh 

of tomorrow.  

The question is…. do you believe? 

AM 

LIVINGSTONE 

It was a difficult year for the House. Whilst the spirit 

was willing, its morale was surprisingly low and from 

midway through the campaign, the wooden spoon 

seemed inevitable. The start was promising, the end 

was grand but the middle lacked a middle and the mid-

dle lacked worthwhile performances. True, the House 

drama, under the indomitable Tommy Latimer, won a 

gallant second place but it was not enough to offset 

dismal performances in too many events. That great 

thermometer of a House’s spirit, the Grist’s run, glowed 

hot for a while but too readily dropped below zero when 

effort was required. For a House to have so many win-

ning performers and fail to finish above 5th place was a 

travesty that was felt by those at the top of the House. 

Events that could have and should have been won were 

carelessly cast away; Year 10 House cricket, Year 8 

House cricket, senior basketball, intermediate carrom 
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and so forth. There are two essential qualities that al-

low a House to work efficiently - communication and 

involvement. Add some drive and self-belief and you 

have the makings of a competitive House. In 2011-

2012, communication was adequate, involvement bril-

liant but from all too few. The drive was fine and Tom-

my Latimer, Jonnie Hall, Bodvar Bergmann, Ollie Garner 

and Connor Bingham led from the front with terrific 

energy. It just needed a little more self-belief from the 

lower reaches of the House.  

It was far from being all gloom and doom, though. Tom-

my Latimer’s House play, whilst being unintelligible to 

many, was brilliantly conceived and equally well per-

formed by his talented cast. We were represented at 

the Prose & Verse finals evening by Chinmay Joglekar 

whilst there were creditable places in the heats for Ed-

ward Driver, Charlie Worthington, Diptarko Chowdhury, 

Josh Graham, Daniel Morlans Whitehead and Tarun 

Mehta. Indeed, such was the number and quality of the 

also-rans that the House gained a healthy 3rd place 

overall. The Literary Quizzes also brought up a credita-

ble 3rd place while 2nd place in the General 

Knowledge competition saw uncharted waters for the 

House and was due largely to the enthusiasm, not to 

mention remarkable ability, of Ollie Garner and his sen-

ior team. The badminton competition, once the unri-

valled preserve of Livingstone, saw some spirited play 

but only Connor Bingham and his partner Bakhtar Ah-

mad won any plaudits for their 2nd place in the senior 

competition. 

The senior end of the House, from Year 10 upwards, 

had a fine year. At the gala, Ahmad Yousef added a 

new school senior butterfly record to the one that he 

already holds for Year 10, bringing his tally of current 

records to three. There were also wins for Tommy Lati-

mer as well as the senior medley relay swimmers. Tim 

Livingstone continued his remarkable domination of 

the track at Kingsmeadow, bringing his tally of school 

records to 4 and his sports day records to 6. The latest 

addition was a staggering sub-2 minute 800 metres in 

the Under 17 age group. We will be sorry to have lost 

Hamish Robertson to the wider world this summer. He 

was a terrific performer for the House during his 5 

years with us and as a parting shot won the Year 11 

200 metres. Equally sorely missed will be House Cap-

tain Tommy Latimer who also signed off with a win in 

the senior hurdles. Mentioned in despatches are Ben 

Delchiappo (1st in Year 11 Hurdles), David Belcher (1st 

in a whole series of prominent Livingstone shot lobbers, 

Abhijeet Neti (1st in Year 7 Long Jump) and finally to 

the outstanding and hugely talented U17 4 x 100 team. 

Four contenders applied for the House Captain’s posi-

tion last June and from those four excellent interview-

ees emerged Connor Bingham who continues his 6 

years of extraordinary service to the House as House 

Captain. His deputies are the highly talented team of 

Ollie Garner, Bodvar Bergmann, Jesus Duque, Kayani 

Kayani, Ahmad Yousef and Chris Cockerill. With the 

2013 campaign already well under way, we wish them 

every success for their year in office. 

 MW 

INTER HOUSE LITERARY QUIZ 

The Inter House Literary Quiz is a competition with dif-

ferent levels involving a great many boys.  There is a 

Senior round including boys from Year 11 to the U6 in 

the Autumn term, the Intermediate round in the Spring 

with boys from Years 9 and 10, and two Junior rounds, 

one for Year 7 and one for Year 8 after the exams in 

the summer.  We produce all the questions ourselves 

which is why we run throughout the year.   Five boys 

from each House in each category read five books to 

answer questions on; these are usually a mixture of 

classics, prize winners and very popular authors.  There 

are two heats; the first is a round of questions on the 

books and a round of general literary knowledge; the 

top four highest scoring Houses then go through to the 

final which again poses questions on the set books, 

general literary knowledge and a picture round. 

This year was a closely fought contest.  The set books 

round is a written round so every House has the oppor-

tunity to amass a high score if they read the books.  

Only the general literary knowledge is a first on the  

slammer or buzzer round.  The Senior competition was 

won by Drake, followed by K/M, Raleigh and Living-

stone.  The Intermediate was won by C/G, with Drake 

and K/M tied second and then Livingstone; Year 8 was 

won by Drake again with Livingstone second, followed 

by K/M and then Raleigh. Year 7 was won by Drake, 

followed by Raleigh with Livingstone and Drake tied 

third. 

House points were awarded in this order: Drake as 

overall winners, followed by K/M, Livingstone, Raleigh, 

C/G and then Scott. 

LF 

HOUSE PUBLIC SPEAKING 

This most unloved of competitions suffered an early 

setback when former winner and 2002 Head Boy 

Gethin Anthony, currently playing the King in Game of 

Thrones, was forced by rescheduled professional com-

mitments to withdraw from adjudicating a week before 

the final – or not, as events transpired… 

On the night, a disappointing audience – those who 

were NOT there, not those who WERE – heard young 

Chinmay Joglekar (L) fulfil the difficult role of opening 

proceedings with the first of two passages from Agatha 

Christie’s short story, The Actress, and well he did, “his 

enunciation and projection exemplifying a standard in 

evidence all evening”, with realistic voices for the char-

acters’ direct speech, sensible eye contact and “very 

good rhythm in his poem“,  McGough’s ever-popular 

The Lesson. Yaamir Badhe of Drake, however, whilst at 

least his equal on the prose, captured the junior sec-

tion by “the dramatic energy of his poem”, Casabianca 

by Dorothea Hemans. 

Sandy Balfour’s What I love About Cricket provided two 

demanding extracts involving an Anglo-French encoun-

ter with bat and ball, Gallic accents proliferating (my 

thanks to 2010’s Under 14 XI for the book!)  Though 

neither Rob Singleton nor Edan Umrigar quite hit the 

gravitas required, both “excelled with cruel French pro-
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nunciation” – a couple of my colleagues can justifiably 

pat themselves on the back – and Rob (D) deserved 

praise for ploughing on stoically through a mobile 

‘phone intrusion into his poem, Fredric Manning’s The 

Face.  The experienced Edan (K/M), poem An Irish Air-

man Foresees His Death, offered pace, variety and con-

fidence as he “built the story well”  to take the interme-

diate title. 

The senior readers attacked a passage from Oscar 

Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray “with very strong 

interpretations”: newcomer Kristjan Moore of Raleigh 

effected “extraordinary contrasting characterisations”: 

this, combined with an individualised rendition of Lewis 

Carroll’s Jabberwocky, realised as outstanding a perfor-

mance as I have ever heard at this level.  Perhaps 

“performance” was the critical word, for our adjudica-

tor, once part of a public speaking and debating team 

to have competed internationally, with success, as far 

afield as Canada and Botswana, remarked that his 

brief was READING, not drama, and warned that over-

use of the dramatic pause causes it to lose its currency 

– though she “took her hat off to the physical interpre-

tation of the poem”.  Meanwhile, K/M’s wily veteran 

campaigner Louie Mackee (four wins in five previous 

years) proved “more nuanced and subtler”, so evoking 

“a sense of menace”, before contrasting the set piece 

with A Cranefly in September by Ted Hughes.  She 

“closed her eyes and listened”, always a telling test of 

readings, and Kingsley clinched a second success.  But 

there will never be a better runner-up. 

The speeches heralded further entertainment, initially 

from junior Laurence Ellis (K/M), who with “humour, 

facts and a shrewd balance of structure and argu-

ment”, pondered the possibility of writing a hit song 

without having, lived life (How can I write in 12 bars 

when I’m not even allowed in one?)  He outpointed his 

stablemate debutant Rory McKeon, “brave to eschew 

humour, and most articulate” on Fear. 

As K/M swamped finals night, marvellous intermediate 

Ben Williamson bemoaned The Plight of the Modern 

Schoolboy, unashamedly hamming to seek sympathy, 

then cash, for himself. 

But C/G’s Tom Mitchell had already delighted both au-

dience and adjudicator whilst revealing The Black Art of 

Advertising, especially referencing estate-agent-speak: 

Idyllic – in a field 

Beautiful – in a field with cows, and possibly a meadow 

flower in the corner 

Cosy – small 

Charming – smaller 

Bijou – microscopic 

Nice – horrible 

Peaceful – in the middle of nowhere 

Remote – REALLY  in the middle of nowhere 

In need of modernisation – in need of demolition. 

Here were “two very strong personal styles – both hilari-

ous!” said the judge – and what a splendid decision to 

award a tie! 

The senior contest, as ever, completed proceedings.  

Yet another newcomer, Hassan Asad (C/G), proved a 

natural orator, “physicality to the fore” (though some-

what peripatetic of style) on Temptation.  Next, Drake’s 

Matty McConnell asked us persuasively whether North-

erners were really all Uneducated Barbarians – hoping, 

no doubt, for a negative, but eventually convincing him-

self otherwise.  He must have hated Leeds losing that 

Saturday, but at least it was to Barnsley. 
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Last up, James Ireland (K/M again – Freud Did Not Call 

It Thanatos) considered the death wish with “passion 

and desire to argue his point”.  All three flowed, and 

entertained: Matty lifted the guerdon. 

Actress Natalie Dormer (Gethin’s queen in Game of 

Thrones and perhaps best known as Anne Boleyn in 

The Tudors) opened with “Outstanding! OUTSTAND-

ING!” and reminded us of Winston Churchill’s take on 

public speaking – “the only two harder tasks were 

climbing a wall leaning towards you and kissing a wom-

an leaning away from you”.  Her adjudication followed, 

qualified by her insistence that it was “only one wom-

an’s opinion” but marked by cheerful generosity of ap-

proach.  A hall holding more sixth formers than usual, 

initially admiring of our adjudicator’s looks (pulchritude 

on perfect pins), was then beguiled by her charm, grace 

and acuity.  Thanks, Natalie (and Gethin!) 

TM 

 

HOUSE SINGING 

It was a pleasure to welcome Neville Creed, Director of 

Choral Music at Tiffin from 1980 to 1988, and one of 

this country’s finest chorus masters, back to the school 

to adjudicate the 2012 House Singing Competition.  

The event now runs almost completely on its own 

steam, with the ‘vertical’ groupings of students showing 

just how powerful education can be when students 

learn from each other. The recent flourishing of the 

school’s student-led close harmony group, The Tiffini-

ans, proved to be a very fruitful bedrock for the part-

songs, while the amount of singing taking place in 

Years 7 and 8 formed a solid foundation from which 

the House conductors could work. 

Seven treble solos – Kiran Dasani, Tom Dunne, Rory 

McKeon, Tom Mitchell, Karlis Pauzers, Hugo Schuler 

and Matthew Stevenson – had progressed through to 

the final, and a stellar bunch they were too, all perform-

ing with real musicality and sensitivity. Matthew Steven-

son’s O waly, waly and Hugo Schuler’s How beautiful 

are the feet were dispatched with poise and control, 

while Tom Mitchell’s G&S Tit-willow showed tremen-

dous colour and character and won first prize. 

Some great part-songs from Lloyd Perry and Nick 

Wong’s Scott, Peter Lidbetter’s Drake and Tom Bat-

stone’s Raleigh provided real entertainment, with every 

performance well-rehearsed and delivered with excep-

tional ensemble and communication. Drake’s Carry on 

my wayward son boasted an extraordinary range of 

vocal colour and a great engagement with the audience 

and deservedly triumphed – though both Scott and 

Raleigh were of the standard to have won in previous 

years. 

The ATB solos brought a mature line-up of names to 

watch for the future – countertenors Isaac Jarratt Barn-

ham and Jack Hawkins, tenors Jesus Duque and Rob 

Singleton, baritone Adam Mirsky and basses Peter Lid-

better and Joel Nulsen. Rob Singleton’s Italianate ease 

with Pergolesi’s Nina brought him third place – no 

mean feat for a Year 9 boy in this competition – while 

the prize was hotly contested between the two excep-

tional Upper Sixth basses Joel and Peter, with Peter in 

the end edging forward with a stunning performance of 

Finzi’s Fear no more the heat of the sun. Both are now 

choral scholars at Cambridge, in Trinity and Jesus Col-

leges respectively, and are sorely missed. 

Some tremendously energetic unison singing finished 

the evening – Churchill-Gordon under Joel Nulsen gave 

a spirited rendition of Can you hear the people sing 

from Les Mis, followed by Kingsley/Montgomery’s gutsy 

performance of Ra-ra-rasputin – perhaps suggesting 

some more detailed cross-examination of the lyrics for 

next year’s conductors (it is a family show). Raleigh’s 

Greased lightning had verve and spirit, though the song 

doesn’t offer much beyond its hook line, while Scott’s 

choice of Chim-chim-cher-ee offered endless possibili-

ties of characterisation, both vocal and visual, and de-

servedly took the prize, ably conducted by Nicholas 

Wong. At the risk of sounding like a broken record (yes, 

a consciously historical point of reference…), the choice 

of song is crucial here – there must be enough interest 

to sustain four weeks of rehearsing and to offer enough 

variety for both singers and audience. This year’s con-

ductors – mark these words! 

As ever, though, this was a great occasion, and one 

which highlighted the love the students have for sing-

ing, working with each other, and performing.  Roll on 

2013! 

ST 


