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From the Head's Study 
Building Appeal 

I do hope that you have recently 

received our fundraising appeal for 

the new building. It is a very 

exciting time at School as we 

prepare for the construction from 

January. The old 1947 dining hall 

will be coming down and the new 

two storey building will be going 

up. As part of this whole 

development we are looking to raise a further £200,000 to fit, 

furnish and finish the building. I do hope that having received 

our appeal, you will feel moved to donate to this cause.  

We need your help, and I urge you to please respond, so that 

together the Tiffin community of Alumni, parents and friends 

will reach this goal and see a fantastic development in place 

that will serve Tiffin students for years to come.  

One OT who has already responded to the appeal, wrote me a 

lovely letter, explaining how as a boy he remembered the 

dining hall being constructed in 1947: it was considered quite 

an advance on school dinners in the ground floor of Elmfield 

during the war, served by the Headmaster’s secretary! The old 

building has served us well, but it is certainly time for something 

new! 

TAL Dinner 

It was great to meet so many Old Tiffinians at the TAL dinner on 

November 11, and at the rugby dinner on November 19. These 

occasions not only bring back memories and allow you to renew 

acquaintances, but they are part of the cement which binds you 

to Tiffin, and I hope that those attended had an excellent time. 

It was also good to be able to thank Tony Millard for the many 

years of service he has given to TAL. 

School Events 

School has of course been extremely busy with the 

extraordinary range of activities that we routinely expect to put 

on. Just a brief look at my newsletters on the school website, 

which you can access by following this link: 

http://tiffinschool.co.uk/life/headsnews.html will give you a 

very good indicator of normal life at Tiffin. Recent highlights 

have included trips to Venice, Berlin and Pompeii; cross 

country, rugby and badminton reports; our dancers performing 

at the Rugby International, and a whole host of musical events.  

We are particularly excited by the fact that Classic FM will be 

broadcasting our carol service this year; this is an incredible 

opportunity, and the wonderful Tiffin choir will be heard across 

the country! Tickets are limited for this incredibly popular 

event, but if you're not able to be present, you will be able to 

hear it on the radio!  

I do thank you for all the interest in and support for the School, 

and I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher 

 

There are 3 ways to donate to the Tiffin 
New Building Appeal: 
 
1. Cheque: please return the form (which can be found at 

http://www.tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/about/fundraising/Ne

w%20Building%20Appeal%202016.pdf) together with a 

cheque, payable to ‘Tiffin School Foundation’ to Tiffin 

School. Please remember to tick the Gift Aid box if you are 

eligible to do so. 

2. Bank Transfer: if you would like to make your donation via 

bank transfer, our bank account details are ‘Tiffin School 

Foundation’ Sort Code 20-46-73 Account number 93994287. 

Please include the reference ‘21C’ followed by your surname 

on your payment, and please send the form to the School, 

ticking the Gift Aid box, if you are able to do so. 

3. Online via PayPal: donations can also be made via the 

Donate page of the Tiffinian Association’s website 

www.TiffinFriends.org. Please tick the category ‘21st Century 

Building Project’ on the initial page and tick the Gift Aid box, 

if you are able to do so. 

By Gift Aiding any donation, the School can claim back 25p 

in every £1 from the Government, so please do this if you are 

a UK taxpayer. It will cost you nothing. 

 

Chairman's Letter 
My thanks to all those who helped 

organise and make this year’s Annual 

Dinner possible and for the kind 

words and presentation made to me 

on the evening. I thoroughly enjoyed 

the evening at the RAC, Epsom and I 

hope all of you who attended did 

likewise.   

As I said at the Dinner, we are 

entering a period of change and I would hope to be able to 

report by the time of the next edition of Tiffnews some firm 

proposals. Also, as previously mentioned, any offers of 
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assistance, particularly with investigating grants and matched-

funding options would be very much appreciated.  

It was sad to hear at the Dinner the news that David Jagger had 

passed away earlier that day. David, as well as always being a 

larger than life figure, it will possibly be his many years as 

Editor, Formatter and Printer of Tiffnews that David will always 

be remembered for in the Tiffin Community. He took over the 

challenge when it was no more than several sheets of typed 

print, and over the years he turned it into a professional 

publication. I know only too well the hours and hours of his own 

time that he put into making it into the quality publication it 

became. 

The AGM was held on the 7 November 2016. Unfortunately 

there were no attendees except for the Trustees present.  At 

the meeting and also at the Dinner I offered to stay on as a 

Trustee and as Chairman of TAL to see through the negotiations 

and changes over the coming months.  

At the time of writing I am looking forward to the Carol Service 

at Kingston Parish Church on Wednesday 14 December, an 

event I always enjoy and feel makes the start of Xmas.  

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and a very enjoyable 

2017. 

Tony Millard, Chairman 

The Tiffinian Association’s                 
105th Annual Dinner 

 

 
As the School Hall was not available for the Dinner this 

year, due to the work rebuilding a new kitchen, dining 

room and classrooms for the School, it was held in the 

splendid Cedar Room of the Royal Automobile Club 

Epsom. The occasion was an opportunity to pay special 

tribute to Tony Millard, who is standing down as Chairman 

of the Tiffinian Association after over 40 years of sterling 

service. It was good to see so many Tiffinians attending 

the event and so many accompanying partners. 

For more photos of the evening, please go to:  

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/talevents2016dinner 

 

Tiffin School GCSE 2016 Results 
To see the School’s excellent 2016 GCSE results, which have 

been released now that results of the remarking has come in, 

please click the following link: 

http://tiffinschool.co.uk/_docs/life/exams/Tiffin%20School%2

0GCSE%20Results%202016.pdf 

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch 
Our eighty-eighth lunch was held at our usual venue on 

Thursday, 13 October viz., the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell 

Road, Tolworth, Surrey - meeting at 12.30pm, for lunch at 1pm, 

departure about 3pm. 

The thirteen present were:- 

David Baron, Paul Bettison, David Booth, John Boult, Dennis 

Clarke, John Dibley, Jack Foster, Dick Hackman, Greer Kirkwood, 

Gordon Mylchreest, Peter Smith, Howard Watson, John Wright. 

The above retired group (bar Paul Bettison) had an excellent 

lunch with even steak on the menu (hence slightly more 

expensive).  One sadness was the announcement that John 

Phillips had passed away after a cancer operation.  As he was a 

very regular member, the group stood for a moment in his 

memory.    

Apologies were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on 

the day. 

Finally the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.   

Future Thursday dates are - Spring 6 April 2017, Summer 13 July 

2017. All are welcome. If you wish to attend and bring guests, 

please let me know on 01483 850705 or email:  

greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

Greer Kirkwood (1961) 

OTA 100 Club 
Since the last report draws have taken place as follows: 

            Previous win 

Aug 2016      £50      Peter Cozens       Richmond 2012        

Sept 2016      £50     David Henson        Woking  2014 

Oct 2016        £50     John Bradford        Glasgow 

The above draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social 

Lunch. Those present were disappointed in not seeing any of 

their numbers coming up.  Of the above winners, Peter has 

been a member since my records say the Club started in 1993, 

while David & John began in 2013. 

Congratulations to the 3 and thanking all members for their 

support.   

The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the Association’s 

income so do please consider becoming a member. The cost is 

£60 per annum or £5 per month by standing order.  The prizes 

are £50 each month plus half-yearly major prizes of £1,000. 

Further information can be obtained from Greer Kirkwood, 28 

Railton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 9LX, telephone 01483 

850705. 

Also email: greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com 

Greer Kirkwood (1961) 
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TSBC Alumni Reunion 2017 
 
The Tiffin School Boat Club (TSBC) is holding a Boat Club Alumni 

Reunion on Saturday 18 February 2017 in the function room of 

the Cardinal Wolsey at Hampton Court. If you would like to 

attend, please pay a deposit of £10.00 into the Tiffinian 

Association’s back account (account number 71886533; sort 

code 40-26-12) quoting ‘TSBC’ and your name as the payment 

reference and emailing ex-Tiffin Head of Rowing 2007-15, Carol 

Cornell, at carol.a.cornell@gmail.com to advise her and Kelvin 

Wong (2008) that you have paid directly. There will, of course, 

be a bar available. Timing is 7pm - midnight. 

Letters 

John Carder (1949) 

When I read in the Headmaster's Report that Turing had been 

added to the House names I cried “brilliant ", a modern hero! I 

have long been an admirer of him and the work of Bletchley 

Park. I then wondered what qualities the boys considered in 

making their choice. I was House Captain of Livingstone in 1948 

and wondered what qualities he had that made him different 

from Drake and Kingsley? We were given no guidance and I 

took it that he was just famous. Is it the same for Turin? 

But his case is different because it is recent and the secrecy 

surrounding BP has meant that the assessment of his 

contribution has only gradually been evaluated. At one stage he 

was known as the Nutty Gay Mathematician, who broke the 

Enigma Code, invented the computer and committed suicide. It 

is now agreed that the machine used to solve Enigma, called 

the Bombe, was not programmable and the honour of the first 

computer goes to Tommy Flowers. He created Colossus, which 

was. This machine was used to break the Lorenz cypher, used 

by the German High Command, including Hitler. 

I hope the boys will visit the Computing Museum at BP, and see 

both the Bombe and Colossus, (working) and learn more of the 

work of Alan Turing. 

Tony Belton (1959) 

I was on the touch-line at that schools sevens semi-final in 

Rosslyn Park, mentioned in your last edition by Andrew 

Brereton. Don’t blame yourself, Andy, because you also scored 

a fantastic try. It’s probably the only one I recall from 

schooldays. It was on a muddy Rosslyn Park and you received 

the ball in the centre field, maybe 10 yards from our line, went 

round an opponent and headed off to the left touchline and 

out-ran a couple more before going the whole length of the 

field, eventually collapsing under the posts, exhausted. It must 

have been 120 yards and a great try. 

My sporting memories were less heroic but I did set a new 

school record for what was then the 880 on the cinder track at 

Motspur Park. It was 2 min 2.2 seconds. I wonder what the 800 

record is now. 

After school and university I have spent most of my life just up 

the road in Battersea; I ran the GLC’s computer outfit just as 

Mrs. T abolished it; then ran a small IT company with 4 other 

equally displaced mates. It’s still going but I “retired” from it 

some time back. I also spent most of my time being a Labour 

councillor in Wandsworth, where I was leader for a few years. 

When there I met, on the opposite benches, Roger Bird an OT, 

I guess in the 80s. David Lewis, OT 1958, is also a near 

neighbour. 

[Ed: The current Tiffin School 800m record is 2:00.2 s, which 

was set in 1984 by Andrew Moore in Churchill Gordon.] 

David Ingall (1958) 

The request for funds to help replace the old dining-hall brings 

back memories.  The building itself, almost a mirror-image of 

our top junior hut at Malden Manor, 'followed' me around 

south Yorkshire and my 16 years as an education officer.  They 

were technically named HORSA huts, the lettering meant to 

spell out the raising of the school-leaving age to 15 under the 

1944 Education Act and the consequent need for more 

accommodation - 'Hutting Operation for the Raising of the 

School-Leaving Age'. 

Back at school the hut was laid out with eight lengths of trestle 

tables, one for each house (shrunk now to just six, of course, 

through amalgamation).  While we waited for grace to be said, 

some boys (not me) slid the glass salt and pepper pots along the 

tables.  Any collisions almost inevitably led to shattered glass 

and clouds of the contents.   

In charge of dinner money was Ernie Enion, our RE teacher, 

clearly a stickler for correct behaviour.  Money was collected in 

class for the week the Friday before.  In 1958 I was sent off for 

the week to Cambridge for the open scholarship and entrance 

exams.  Money not brought on the Friday was required then on 

the Monday morning.  I arrived back from Cambridge, took the 

money to Ernie who refused it, saying I had to bring an absence 

note from home to explain why I hadn't paid on the Friday. 

 People 

Craig Aburn (1990) 
was recently ordained to the 

Sacred Order of Deacon in 

the Roman Catholic Church 

after five years of formation 

studies at the Maryvale 

Institute and St Mary’s 

College Oscott (both in Birmingham). He was ordained on 2 July 

2016 by Bishop Philip Egan for service in the Catholic Diocese of 

Portsmouth and currently works part time for the Bishop of 

Portsmouth and within the Parish of Aldershot where he has 

lived since 1999. 

mailto:carol.a.cornell@gmail.com


Rev Tim Carter (1981) examines the significance of 

forgiveness in a New Testament context 

in his new book ‘The Forgiveness of Sins’, 

delving deep into second-century 

Christian literature on sin and the role of 

the early church in mitigating it.  He 

examines this crucial spiritual issue 

which is at the core of being a Christian 

today. 

 

Sir Michael Dixon (1974) welcomed Year 9 boys to 

the Natural History Museum during their recent visit to 

enhance their Biology and Geography studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

John Metcalfe (1967) 
The photograph below of the 1965 tennis team was sent in by 

John Metcalfe who left Tiffin in early 1967 to return to Australia 

to study at Adelaide University.  

 

L-R Top: Michael Smith, John Metcalfe, David (Brian) 

Armstrong,  

L-R Bottom: Dave Hansom, Pete Reynolds, Michael Fitzmaurice 

At the time of the photograph around eighty Tiffin boys played 

tennis. The 1965 Tennis Report in the Tiffinian Magazine 

reported that the First VI were ‘not an experienced, but a very 

keen side. They began the season well, and raced through three 

easy victories before meeting and falling to the stiffer 

competition offered by Purley in the 1st round of the Glanvill 

Cup.’ 

John Pullan (1956)  
Each year, and 

for more than 

20 years - we 

have difficulty 

remembering - 

four friends 

from Tiffins 

have met up for 

a week or so, 

with their 

partners, and gone somewhere - France, all the corners of 

England and Wales - and generally argued and bickered as only 

four Old Tiffinians who have known each other since 1948ish 

can. 

We have been in contact for the whole of the period since we 

left school in 1955 and 1956 and we often met as a group 

together for days now and then. 

I am attaching a photo of the four of us at our special "year of 

the 80th get together" in October. 

The order on the photo is from left to right:  

Michael Glenister, (1955), Bob Crowne (1955), Brian Gellett 

(1955) and John Pullan (1956) 

Michael Russell (1970) has published the third in his 

series of Irish historical crime fiction 

novels ‘The City in Darkness’.  It again 

follows Detective Inspector Stefan 

Gillespie and starts at Christmas 1939. 

The story mixes real and fictional 

characters and moves between 

Dublin, Spain and Portugal.  

 

 

History 

A Recollection of the Tiffin School Canteen 

in the Early Days by an Ex-Student: 

I was the youngest boy in the school, still only 10 years of age 

when I arrived there in early September 1950. I was also 

probably the smallest and certainly one of the lightest, since I 

was one of only five boys who qualified for the lowest weight 

class, under 5 stone, in the compulsory house boxing.  

At primary school, I had walked home to lunch, or dinner as we 

called it in those days, unaccompanied, since the age of 5. Thus, 

having school dinners was a whole new experience for me and, 

such was the general image, one not eagerly anticipated. 

Dinners were provided in the new Canteen, a ‘pre-fab’ building, 

as were many of the homes of people I knew at that time of the 

rebuilding programme after the end of WW2. 



 

We paid for our dinner each morning in our form classroom, at 

the time the register was taken, and we were given a ticket to 

hand in at the Canteen. I think it was sixpence, or 2.5p in today’s 

currency, for a 2 course meal. 

We sat in our Houses. There were nine long tables in three rows 

of three, one for each of the 8 Houses and one for the Masters, 

who were all men in those days. We boys sat on forms but the 

Masters had chairs. 

We had a daily morning assembly, with a prayer and a hymn, 

masters seated on the stage and boys standing in the body of 

the main Hall. At dinner time, we all stood for a Grace, spoken 

by one of the Masters. The most common one was “For what 

we are about to receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful”. 

There was also a Latin one, used I guess by those members of 

staff who had been to Oxbridge. I’ve probably got it wrong, as I 

failed O level Latin twice, but I think it went something like 

“Benedictus Benedicat, per Christum Dominum Nostrum.”  

A scandal was caused on one occasion, when the duty of 

speaking Grace fell to one master, Stewart Griffiths, an atheist 

who taught English and was held in awe as the only one of the 

staff who had come to the school having previously taught at a 

University. He got up and, in a tone far removed from reverent, 

rasped: “For Ch**** sake, let’s begin!” This occasioned barely 

suppressed hilarity among the diners, and a later reprimand 

from the formidable Headmaster, Brigadier J J Harper. 

Remembering that food was still rationed, right up until 1954, 

the meals were much better than I had feared they would be. 

We had a main course and a pudding every day, with water to 

drink. Monitors from each table collected the food from a hatch 

and it was served by a house prefect at the top of the table and 

passed down the line of boys on each side. The same monitors 

had to clear the plates at the end. 

Of the staff, I remember Miss Nightingale was in charge of the 

Kitchen and she conjured wondrous meals, from meagre 

resources. However, everyone’s favourite was ‘Flossie’, a no-

longer-young, heavily-painted, henna-haired lady, who flirted 

with everyone, staff and boys alike. 

Sometime after 1950, but before I left in 1957, two changes 

occurred. First we sat not at long tables, but at tables for eight 

with three boys on each side and one at either end. I think the 

intention was to make it all more like home.  

With this new format, we lined up to go into the meal in order 

of height within Houses, just outside Elmfield, and went in in 

alphabetical order: Churchill first; Scott last. One boy at each 

table had the unwelcome tasks of collecting the food and 

clearing the plates, and then cleaning the table. You could 

calculate whether it would be you, as it was the last boy at each 

table; so it was in effect boy eight and each multiple thereof, 

counting along the serried ranks. 

The second change was that the Canteen was open after school 

for tea, coffee and snacks. I think this may have been restricted 

to masters and sixth-formers, and it must have been after tea 

and biscuits etc. were finally de-rationed in the early 50’s. 

 I think there were always two sittings for dinner, but one thing 

I cannot remember is how they were allocated, possibly by 

school years. 

The food must have been nutritious as it was my only cooked 

meal of the day and I grew to be relatively normal in height and 

weight. In a way, the passing away of the Canteen completes 

the transformation from my school of the immediate post-war 

years to the splendid but to me unrecognisable place it is today. 

RIP Canteen. For 70 years, you served your purpose beyond the 

call of duty. 

John Samuels, Montgomery House 1950-1957 

Tiffinian Sport 

Old Tiffinian Golf Society   
On 25 August our team of 10 OTs played a four ball better ball 

against KCS Old Boys at Royal Wimbledon. In John Forster’s 

words, “it was impossible not to enjoy the round of golf on such 

a fantastic course on a sunny afternoon “.  The result was a tie 

with 2 ½ matches each, which means KCS OBs retain the trophy. 

Our team comprised Nigel Pimm paired with Roger Keep, John 

Forster paired with Gary Ayres, Nick Wright paired with Paul 

Baker, Mike Goodbun paired with John Giles and Martin 

Williams paired with Peter Williams. A strong team!   Mike and 

John got the valuable half and our outright winners were John 

and Gary, also Nick and Paul. Well done to all of them. 

Then on 1 September we played our annual match against Old 

Surbitonians at Cuddington. We like Cuddington, but many of 

the Old Surbs had not played it before, and we also 

outnumbered them with 18 players compared to their 14. The 

result was a splendid victory for us with 379 points compared 

with old Surbs 355 (top 12 cards combined). Gary Ayres enjoyed 

receiving the trophy from Ian Calori as OS have held it for some 

years. I expect they will take us back to Puttenham next year 

for their revenge! 

Our individual winners were Andy Raybould with an amazing 41 

points (handicap cut!) second John Giles (36) and Gary Ayres 

(34).  Front and back 9 prizes went to John Forster and Vaughan 

Evans. 

Meanwhile the final of the knockout competition saw our 

treasurer Peter Robinson beating Gary Ayres by a significant 

margin. Peter apparently parred nine out of the first 13 holes 

and therefore also needs a handicap cut! Congratulations to 

Peter who is cut to 20 for his next outing.  



Our autumn meeting was held on a kind autumn day at West 

Byfleet on 30 September. This was a rearranged date and 

clearly the new date did not suit many people as we had only 8 

people playing including 2 guests!  In the circumstances a team 

event was not feasible so we played an individual Stableford. 

Nick Wright won (on his home course) with 35 points, Duncan 

Knowles also got 35 and Paul Baker 31.  Given the good course 

it was disappointing to get such a small turnout.  

In reviewing 2016 there were some excellent performances, 

with Martin Williams narrowly winning the Victor Ludorum 

Trophy. 

The following players scored more than 90 points in their best 

3 outings up to October 2016: 

 Effin
gh

am
 

Farn
h

am
 

H
in

d
h

ead
 

G
u

ild
fo

rd
 

C
u

d
d

in
gto

n
 

B
yfleet 

B
est 3

  

Martin 

Williams 

 39 37 32 29  108 

Andy 

Raybould 

31 34 29 27 41  106 

John Forster 34 24 38 28 33 29 105 

Paul Baker  39  33  31 103 

Gary Ayres  36 29 31 34  101 

Nick Wright 31 28 26   35  94 

John 

McNicholas 

 33 27 32 27   92 

 

This is my final letter to you all as Martin Williams will be 

contacting you shortly to announce the winter meeting. I have 

enjoyed being your fixture secretary, but it is time for someone 

younger to take over. It was very noticeable that Martin got a 

three line whip out at Cuddington and brought along 4 other 

teachers, some of whom we have not seen for years . I hope he 

can continue that success. I plan to come to many meetings but 

will enjoy someone else doing the work!! 

Allan Piggott, Retiring Fixtures Secretary 

OT GOLF SOCIETY FIXTURES – OCTOBER 2016 

This section of the club is now under new management but not 

necessarily under control! As I try and ease myself into the role 

of fixtures secretary I must firstly thank Allan for the many years 

of brilliant golf over which he has presided on our behalf. I hope 

to be able to fill his very large boots with some degree of 

efficiency. 

 

 

 

Our fixture list for 2017 looks like this.  

Friday 30 

Dec 2017 

8.30 for 

9.30 tee 

Effingham Winter 

Meeting 

Breakfast, 

Golf, 

Dinner 

£55 

Monday 

20 March 

2017 

Farnham Spring 

Meeting 

+ AGM 

Bap, Golf 

Dinner 

£52 

Thursday 

13 Apr 

2017 

Hindhead v Old 

Hamptonians 

Bap, Gold 

Dinner 

£70 ish 

 

Thursday 

8 June 

2017 

Puttenham v Old 

Surbitonians 

Bap, Golf 

Dinner 

£35 ish 

TBA Clandon Surrey 

Schools 

Old Boys 

Invitation. 

Teams of 

10 

 

TBA Royal 

Wimbledon 

v KCS Old Boys Invitation £40 ish 

TBA Cuddington v Old 

Surbitonians 

Bap, Golf, 

Dinner 

 

TBA West 

Byfleet 

Autumn 

Meeting 

Bap, Golf, 

Dinner 

 

 

The multi-talented Peter Williams has had the Knock-Out Cup 

up-dated with the names of all the past winners, including 

himself. He is slightly embarrassed to find that the engraver 

managed to misspell his name. He is now to be known as Peter 

Silliams. As such he will now be able to revert to his club 

handicap of 22. Further embarrassment has occurred recently 

as another Knock-Out Cup has been unearthed in Claygate. This 

too bears the names of all past winners, correctly spelt. If 

anyone can solve the conundrum of what to do with the 2 Cups, 

please send your answers on a post-card. 

 

This was our year at the rearranged SSOB match at Bletchingley 

on Monday October 24! Our seven strong team Paul Baker, 

John Forster, Gary Ayres, John Mc Nicholas, Nick Wright, Peter 

Williams and John McNicholas proved a winning formula and 

won the trophy.   

We are always ready to welcome new members from all sides 

of the Tiffinian community including parents, staff and current 

pupils. Just let me know if you would like to join us for any of 

the meetings. 

Martin Williams  mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk  

mailto:mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk


Old Tiffinian Rugby Football Club  

 

As we reach the mid-way point of the 2016/2017 season the 

half term report could probably be summarised as 4B (those at 

school in the 90's will understand!). Lots of effort, but often let 

down by the quality of the final product. 

Having played each team in the league at least once, the 1st 

team find themselves currently sat in 5th place having won 6 

and lost 5 of the 11 matches played to date. Wins over 

Battersea Ironsides, Trojans and Old Cranleighans have been 

matched by disappointing defeats to Teddington and Eastleigh. 

Whilst Tiffs are significantly better than the bottom three teams 

(all Hampshire sides) they are also somewhat off the pace of 

the top two clubs (Farnham and Eastleigh). A top four finish is 

not beyond the side, but to do so, they will need to put a run of 

wins together, rather than following each victory with a defeat.  

One area of unadulterated positivity however, has been the 

improvement of the pack this year. Led by skipper Jae Jang, the 

forwards have dominated almost every scrum this season, 

winning multiple put ins against the head and scoring a fistful 

of penalty tries. If this dominance can continue then Tiffs have 

every reason to be optimistic.  

Whilst the 1st XV have flirted equally with success and 

disappointment, the 2nds have struggled just to play with 

multiple games called off (both by opposition and Tiffs) due to 

lack of numbers. Injuries have certainly taken their toll on the 

side and so we would ask any old tiffs who are reading this and 

still fancy themselves able to pull the boots on, to get in touch.  

Off the pitch, the club hosted its inaugural ladies day in 

November which was a great success. The numerous wives 

and girlfriends who descended on the club got to see two great 

victories. A big thanks to the social secs who organised the 

event, here’s hoping the Xmas social on 17 December is just as 

fun. 

If you want to get involved then please contact Andy Blackburn 

at andyblackburn10@hotmail.com 

Steven Bannell 

Old Tiffinian Football Club  
As Christmas approaches, it has been 

an above average start to the season 

for the OTFC. The 1st XI are suffering 

their own unique bout of epistaxis as 

a result of sitting at the dizzyingly 

unfamiliar (but warmly welcome) 

height of third in the table; the 2nd XI 

are looking well-placed to build on last season’s promotion, 

currently lying fifth in the league but in touching distance of the 

leaders; the 3rd XI are being guided up the table by new skippers 

Dan Hogg and Baptiste Reynaud; the 4th XI have stabilised after 

their return to AFC football last season and continue to grow 

their squad; and the Vets XI started with a couple of convincing 

victories in the WLVFL Division 1. 

Our Club Development Day was a huge success with OTFC 

fielding three senior teams to play two school teams (an upper 

sixth and a lower sixth team) in a round robin tournament with 

shortened games. This took place as the Vets played against 

their derby rivals (Walton Strollers) on the adjacent pitch. More 

than just a few of the school's current alumni showed huge 

promise and would bring fresh legs and enthusiasm to the OTFC 

squads as and when they are ready to sign up to OTFC. 

As our membership continues to swell, so does the social side 

of the club and at the time of writing this article we are looking 

forward to a culturally enlightening tour to Budapest in June, 

2017. Plans are already underway so please contact your 

skipper if you would like to join us on tour. 

Please also get in touch if you would like to play Saturday 

afternoon football – our five teams play at a variety of levels 

which allows us to cater for almost all standards of players. 

Please email the club address on oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk 

or visit the club website www.otfc.org.uk for more information. 

G Nutt (2000) 

OTFC 1st XI: 

The Old Tiffs 1st XI have had a very, very strong start to the 

season this year, the polar opposite to previous seasons. After 

10 games, only 3 have been lost and the rest have been won. In 

the league, we have played 6 and won 5 so are sitting in a very 

pretty 3rd place at the time of writing with hope to climb up 

before the Christmas break. This strong form has come from 

being able to field a steady squad with very little changes each 

week. This is partly due an influx of new players joining the club, 

as well as welcoming back a few ex-Tiffin boys – Stephen Leung 

and Danny Leach as some examples. As Christmas approaches, 

we remain in the AFA Surrey / Kent Intermediate Cup and are 

only 3 points away from equalling our previous league tally. So 

all in all, the Ts are in a good position and spirits are high. Let’s 

hope it continues for the rest of the season. 

S Rose 

OTFC 2nd XI: 

OTFC 2s continue their long running sponsor partnership into 

the 2016/17 season. This has given us the opportunity to 

purchase a rather striking new away kit. A stark contrast to the 

traditional OTFC purple, we have been waiting all season for the 

opportunity to "don" our orange kit. Finally this weekend we 

were able to. Unfortunately it did not bring us the luck we had 

been hoping for, despite a hard fought battle we eventually 

succumbed to league leaders and arch rivals Glyn Old Boys.  

The season so far sees the 2s mid-table with games in hand on 

the teams above us. Our cup runs have now come to an end via 

a painfully long trip to Elstree in Hertfordshire where even more 

mailto:andyblackburn10@hotmail.com
mailto:oldtiffiniansfc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.otfc.org.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/116660111819032/photos/630931977058507/


painfully we managed to let seven goals past us in a rather 

makeshift bare eleven. That said, with the distraction of the cup 

out the way, we are well placed to reach our league target of 

back-to-back promotions. 

New recruits have added fresh enthusiasm to the 2s, 

competition for places is high and all this whilst our social side 

thrives. 

D Bostelmann 

OTFC 3rd XI: 

The OTFC IIIs have had a good start to the season, when 

compared to the misery that we endured for much of the 

2015/2016 campaign. We have made a solid start with two 

wins, two draws and three losses. The highlight so far has to be 

our 9-1 away victory against Old Guildfordians, who we have 

always found a tricky side to play against, due to their bizarrely 

shaped pitches and their tricky strikers.  

Another positive aspect to note is the terrific injection of new 

players. We have found around 10 new players this season, 

most of whom have made themselves available for every game 

we have had so far. Another positive is that a handful of them 

are Old Tiffin boys! It was great at the start of the season, 

reliving 'happy' memories of the Grist’s Run. Yes, it really is as 

big as we remember, and YES we did have to run around it twice 

as a warm-up for rugby on bitterly cold November afternoons 

(thanks for that Mr. Morris, Cathcart and Gibson!).  

We are also starting to see players who were considered as 

occasionals from the last season come back and play most of 

the games this season. We've got a good solid core, and are 

always looking for extra talent. Myself and Baptiste both have 

a lot still to learn regarding the complexities of Old Tiffinians 

captaincy, but we are still getting eleven players out on the 

pitch every Saturday, playing some really good football and 

most importantly, enjoying ourselves! 

D Hogg (2006) 

OTFC 4th XI: 

It's been goals, goals, goals for Tiffs 4s so far this season. Across 

the league and the cups there has been an average of nearly 

seven goals a game. The highlights have been a 7-5 victory away 

at Old Meadonians and coming from behind scoring some 

spectacular goals to draw 4-4 with Wandsworth Borough. 

The 4s were also crowned Club Development Day Champions, 

beating all other teams in the tournament. 

The 4s are always on the look-out for new players. If you fancy 

getting involved please get in touch via the club website. 

S Newby 

OTFC Vets XI: 

The Old Tiffinians Veterans team got their season off to the best 

possible start - then fell down the table along with the autumn 

leaves. The vets kicked off with 6-0 and 5-0 thumping wins to 

lead the division, but missed too many key players in 

subsequent matches and lost the next three games in 

succession. 

The squad remains buoyant despite the downturn, and 

optimistic that a good season still lies ahead. 

P Markham (1989) 

School Music 

School Dance  

 

Please see the linked video of the 2016 House Dance final which 

took place before half term:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zePib1WTkq8 

Tiffin Dancers at the England v Australia Rugby Match 

On Sunday 13 November 

2016, 25 Tiffin dancers 

from years 8, 9 and 10 

performed at the half time 

show during Rugby league 

match England vs Australia 

at the Olympic Stadium in 

Stratford. Tiffin dancers 

together with 180 dancers 

from across London schools and South of England used this 

fantastic opportunity. The dancers spent the whole day at the 

stadium and had an unusual insight into what it takes to put on 

a top game. The performance went really well and all dancers 

were buzzing after the incredible day. Shame about the score - 

England 18; Australia 36.  

School Music  
The highlight of the term so far has to be the Oratorio which 

took place on 20 November in the Sports Hall.  The 

performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah marked James Day’s 

second Tiffin Oratorio and was attended by a hugely 

appreciative audience of over 350.  The choir, comprising over 

150 boys and 120 adults, was accompanied the Brandenburg 

Symphony Orchestra. The photo shows one of the rehearsals: 

 

The choir continues to sing Evensong once a month at St Luke’s 

Church, Kingston, and has recently joined with Tiffin Girls at the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zePib1WTkq8


Chapel Royal, Hampton Court.  The run up to Christmas is 

particularly exciting for the choir this year as they will be 

appearing on the Blankety Blank Christmas Special on 

Christmas Eve (ITV 6.30pm) and the Evening Service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols on 14 December is being recorded by Classic 

FM for broadcast on 21 December at 8.00pm. 

The Piano Competition was adjudicated by Gareth Owen, Head 

of Piano at Eton College, and saw a record number of entries, 

particularly in the junior section.  Also taking place were an 

evening of Chamber Music and the Ensembles Concert, both 

testament to the hard work in rehearsals taking place on a 

weekly basis in the music department.  Year 7 parents had their 

first taste of music at Tiffin with the Year 7 Inter-Form Choir 

Competition which took place at All Saints Church and 

adjudicated by Martyn Ford, Head of Performing Arts at 

Lambrook School in Berkshire and a former student of Tiffin 

School.   

MUSIC DEPARTMENT EVENTS – Spring 2017 

12 January 2017 5:30 PM Choral Evensong 
St. Luke's Church Kingston 

1 February 2017 7.00 PM House Singing Competition 
Sports Hall, Tiffin School 

2 February 2017 5:30 PM Choral Evensong 
St. Luke's Church Kingston 

9 March 2017 5:30 PM Choral Evensong 
St. Luke's Church Kingston 

15 March 2017 5.30 PM Chamber Music Concert 
Walden Hall, Tiffin School 

23 March 2017 7.00pm Choir Concert 
All Saints Church, Kingston 

30 March 2017 7.00pm School Concert 
All Saints Church, Kingston 

3 April 2017 5.00pm Choral Evensong 
Westminster Abbey 

8 April 2017 7.30pm Mahler Symphony No.8 
Royal Festival Hall 
 

 
 
Contact the Tiffin Music Department for tickets and details of 

events on Tiffin School ext. 255. 

 

 

School Sport 

School 1XV Rugby  

Outstanding, frustrating, amazing, giving up, ecstatic. These are 

some of the thoughts and feelings I have had in the last month 

of coaching Tiffin School 1XV.  

 

Having had, what is fair to say a fairly disappointing start to the 

season, coming second in too many winnable games was 

becoming tedious!  

After losing to Wimbledon College for the second time in only 

a couple of weeks, both times by less than a score, but this time 

they dumped us out of the cup, the players and I were starting 

to question what we were doing.  

 

Then came Trinity. 

An outstanding display of aggressive defence and creative 

attack resulted in an unexpected win that would last an age in 

the memory. The feelings of disappointment and despair after 

the Wimbledon College game seemed to have completely 

disappeared. We’d cracked it, or so we thought. 

The following Saturday, away to Langley Park we came back 

down to earth with a huge bang. A lesson in physicality and 

preparation saw the 1XV go down by 35 points to 13. The 

feelings of disappointment and despair returned!  

The Caterham game was a long week away but finally when 

Saturday came we were ready to go. We left early, the team 

was fit and well and the preparations couldn’t have been much 

better. Being 17 – 3 down with 15 minutes to go was not in the 

plan. Fortunately, the referee pulling a muscle gave the team 

time to re-group. What was to follow was bordering 

unbelievable. Ignited by an outstanding 70 yard run and try by 

open side Sam Cockcroft we were on a comeback. 17 – 10 soon 



became 17 – 17 all, but not for long. Two more ties and a 

conversion before the final whistle made it a 29 – 17 win, and 

one of the best comebacks I have ever been involved with. 

This excellent result was backed up by a tremendous attacking 

performance against Emanuel on Wednesday and another 30-

12 win.  

Hopefully we can finish the term on a high with another good 

performance against St Benedict’s this Saturday. 

As this will be my last article in the newsletter I would like to 

take the opportunity to thank the staff who give up so much of 

their time for the boys both at lunch time and on Saturday 

mornings. I would also like to thank TIPRA and all the other 

volunteer parents who help in the Tea room after matches, and 

finally I would like to thank all those boys who I have had the 

pleasure of coaching over my six and a half years at Tiffin 

school. It’s been brilliant. 

Good luck and keep playing.  

Diolch, 

Mr G. Wilson, Head of Rugby 

School Rowing   
Tiffin boys achieved a 3rd in the Junior 18 in a fiercely contested 

Hampton Small Boats Head.  They also won the J18 category at 

Kingston Small boats Head on 5 November 2016. 

It’s good to see their hard work paying off. 

Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing 

De Mortuis 

Brian Hackman [1952] 

Brian Hackman passed away on 5 

November 2015, He was an 

international geologist with a 

passion for languages, eight of 

which he spoke fluently.  

At Tiffin School he was in the school 

chess team and was Captain of 

swimming. He graduated from 

Imperial College, London in 1955 

and after two years in the Royal Engineers, he joined the 

Colonial Service. His first job was in the British Solomon Islands 

where he became an authority on the mapping the geology.  

This work led to the award in 1971 of a PhD by the University of 

Western Australia. 

He spent 10 years in the Solomon Islands, and in 1972 chose to 

travel home via Ethiopia where he was seriously injured in a 

plane crash. After several months in hospital he joined the 

Institute of Geological Sciences, as the British Geological Survey 

was then known, and was immediately seconded back to the 

Department of Geological Survey, Solomon Islands where he 

eventually became Chief Geologist.  

In northern Kenya, Brian led a project to map and explore 

100,000 square kilometres of metamorphic rocks.  This project 

was commended by an independent review body as 

significantly contributing to Kenya’s economic growth in its 

mineral sector. 

Towards the end of his time with BGS Brian’s skill with 

languages was recognised and he was posted first to Malaysia 

and then to Indonesia to assist local geoscientists with the 

writing of technical reports. 

Wherever he found himself, his warmth, coupled with his wit, 

skill as a storyteller and a well-developed sense of humour 

touched many people. 

Based on an obituary in the Fellowship Magazine of the 

Geological Society of London, sent in by Raymond Skelhorn 

(1952) who added ‘Because Geology was not offered at school, 

Brian and I were allowed to take the A-level course at Kingston 

Technical College (now the University)’ 

David Jagger [1960] 
 
David Jagger (1960) passed away on 10 

November 2016. Born in 1942 in 

Northampton, he attended Latchmere 

Primary School and obtained a 

scholarship to Tiffin School in 1953. He 

was Form Captain of 1D and boxed 

regularly for the School (Junior Boxing 

Captain) and eventually Surrey 

Schoolboys. In the year 54/55 he only 

lost 1 out of 13 bouts for the School. Although he learned to 

play rugby at school, he didn’t play regularly until he was 20. 

 

He Ieft School at 16 in 1958 to enter the family printing 

business. He attended London School of Printing and trained in 

hand composition, layout design and worked almost 

continuously for the family business until June 2005.  

 

As a part time hobby David joined the local Territorial Army unit 

of the East Surrey Regiment, which gave ‘boy scout weekend 

fun’, serious training as a radio operator and an opportunity to 

become an Emergency Reserve Soldier. He continued boxing in 

the Territorial Army and won the South of England 

Championships at middleweight and light heavyweight. He was 

called up in May 1965, and spent six months in Aden. He was 

initially employed mostly doing night time security soldiering, 

as a driver/radio operator, and subsequently as a 24 hour 

platoon signaller on the Yemen border.  

 

He was invited to join Southern Railway Rugby Club (which 

became Raynes Park) and held every club office except 1st XV 

Captain. Both sons joined the University Vandals Rugby Club as 

minis and juniors and David found himself coaching, and 

playing with, the Vandals veterans’ team.   Having re-joined the 

Old Tiffinians, David played rugby for the Old Boys, where both 



of his sons joined him for several years until he retired, 

eventually taking up golf.  

He became involved in Freemasonry, being initiated in Kingston 

Rotary Club’s Lodge of Service (Master in 1979); joined the 

Tiffinian Lodge in 1975 (Master in 1982 and 2006); founded the 

Round Table Fellowship Lodge (1981); joined the St.Andrew’s, 

Steyning Lodge in 2006; exalted in Mount Sion Chapter in 1991 

(1st Principal 1996 and 1999).  

He became the Chairman of the Old Tiffinian Association in 

1984 and was Editor of Tiffnews between 1984-2003.  

Activities over the years included gardening, and DIY (by 

necessity) sailing and windsurfing, caravanning (preferably in 

France) and golf. He was a member of Malden Golf Club and the 

Devil’s Dyke Golf Club in Brighton.  

David married his wife, Mary, in 1962.  He was father to 2 sons, 

Jon and Chris and has 4 grandchildren. 

 
We regret also to announce the following 
deaths: 
 
William Roy Barnes (Roy) (1950) formally of Beaconsfield, 
Maidenhead and Hersham on 5 August 2016 in Bath at the age 
of 84. 
 
Robert Francis (1964) who passed away on 17 November 2016 
at Leicester Royal Infirmary, aged 70, after a long illness. 
 
David Leahy (1960), retired solicitor and Tribunal Judge, passed 
away on 20 March 2011, aged 69 years. 
 
John Phillips (1955) on 20 September 2016 
 
Jean Seaborn (nee Tas), on 20 October 2016 at the age of 90. 
She was the widow of Bert Seaborn, the Head of Art at Tiffin 
School 1949-1989. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support of the  
Tiffinian Association 

 

The Tiffinian Association relies on donations from Old 

Tiffinians and friends to continue its community-building 

activities such as Tiffnews, the www.tiffinfriends.org 

website, the various Tiffinian events and its support of 

career groups for the benefit of alumni and students. 

 

To expand our support for the School and to maintain a 

vibrant association we hope you will consider one of the 

following: 

(i) Completing a standing order form 

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/TAL%20Standing

%20Order%20Form%202011%20_2_.pdf and returning it to 

Tiffinian Association Office at Tiffin School. We ask that you 

consider giving £5 a month, but greater or lesser sums will 

be gratefully received.  

(ii) Sending a cheque, made payable to ‘The Tiffinian 

Association’ to the Tiffinian Association Office at Tiffin 

School 

(iii) Making a one-off donation online via the Donate page 

of the website (http://tiffinfriends.org/donate)  

 

 

Content for the next edition of Tiffnews to 

TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk by                       

24 March 2017 please 

http://www.tiffinfriends.org/
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/TAL%20Standing%20Order%20Form%202011%20_2_.pdf
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/TAL%20Standing%20Order%20Form%202011%20_2_.pdf
http://tiffinfriends.org/donate

