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From the Head's Study
It was great to come back in the
summer term to the newly
operational building. It seems
astonishing that only 18 months
ago our 1947 temporary canteen
building was still standing. Thanks
in part to the generosity of alumni
we now have a fantastic new dining
hall with five classrooms and an IT
suite above. The boys are
thoroughly enjoying their new facilities and the excellent
menus prepared by our kitchen staff.
Having completed the dining hall, we are now converting the
side rooms into a new sixth form centre. This is coming along
extremely well and we are expecting the new facilities to be
completely open, ready for the new school year in September.
The good news continues. We are extremely grateful that we
have been successful in our bid for funding to extend our sports
hall! We will be constructing a new £2 million extension which
will house brand-new weights and fitness rooms as well as
improved changing facilities for the boys. This will be a much
needed and exciting project which will dramatically improve
the facilities. We look forward to sharing more of our plans with
you as we once again will be seeking contributions towards this
great new project.
In the meantime, the School continues to be an extremely busy
place. We are obviously now coming to the end of the public
exams and we do hope the boys have performed very well. It
has also been great to see such good weather for the cricket
season, which has accompanied a lot of success on the field,
particularly from the younger year groups, boding well for the
future.
A few weeks ago, the government launched its fund for the
expansion of grammar schools. The governors are considering
plans to expand and are currently consulting upon those plans,
which are on the website and can be viewed by clicking here.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the annual
Summer Reunion. In the meantime you can keep regular
contact with news from the School by following us on Twitter
@Tiffin_School
Mike Gascoigne, Headteacher

TAL Chairman's Letter
If you regularly read the Chairman’s
letter in Tiffnews, you will
remember that yet again I put out an
appeal in the last edition for
volunteers to help/assist in the
running of the organisation.
Unfortunately, there were no
responses to this appeal. Maybe I’ve
made it on too many occasions for it
to register? But for TAL to function
properly (and especially to operate and maintain our main asset
of Grists) it is essential that new people DO come forward to
offer their services, time and/or expertise
The running and maintaining of Grists itself has, for some time
now, been carried out by the School. Certainly since recent
restructuring, I’m sure everyone using Grists will concur what a
very good condition it is being kept in. However, this still leaves
the facilities (pavilion, houses, infrastructure, lettings etc) to be
run by TAL. In addition to myself, who will step away fully in
November, Kieron Garlic (TAL Trustee) is trying to handle the
day-to-day issues, but he is a very busy guy. To make it feasible,
he needs at least a couple of other people to help balance the
tasks and research some of the items that need looking at. As I
have said previously, while new Trustees would be very
welcome, the people who we hope will step forward to help
Kieron do not need to become Trustees, but work as a small
sub-group. If you have some time to spare and would like to
help in continuing to run and maintain Grists, which we have all
benefited from, please get in touch with me via
amillard@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk and either Kieron or myself will
be pleased to discuss things with you before you commit
yourself.
The Tiffin Summer Reunion this year takes place on Friday 29
June in the Head’s Garden at the School 19.30 – 21.30. Whilst
not essential, if you are thinking of attending could you please
let us know by registering your place on the TAL website or by
emailing TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk in order that we have
some idea of numbers.
This year’s Annual Dinner on 9 November 2018 is going to be,
as you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, held in the new
dining facility at the School. This brand new state-of-the-art
facility, a far cry from the “Old Canteen”, should provide very
enjoyable surroundings, as well as maybe providing those with
good memories of their days at the School, a very interesting
comparison.
The Old Tiffinian Rugby Club, which plays in London 3 South
West, is looking to find additional sponsors to help them
continue to build and strengthen the Club. There is a letter from
Jamie McNicholas later in this edition which I encourage you to
read if you feel this is an area you or your company could help
support.

To all Tiffinians, wherever this letter may find you, enjoy your
summer and let’s hope English Cricket continues to improve!
Tony Millard, TAL Chairman

Data Protection
The Tiffinian Association has published its quarterly
newsletter, Tiffnews, for many years - first in printed form
and more recently, electronically. We endeavour to bring
you news about the School, information about upcoming
events, opportunities to help the School and news of Old
Tiffinians and former-staff.
You are receiving this newsletter today and will continue to
do so in the future through your link with, and ongoing
interest in, the School.
In common with other organisations and in line with the new
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), implemented
on 25 May 2018, we have updated our data management
policies and procedures because the protection of your data
and your support is important to us.
You don’t have to take any action if you want to stay in
touch. But you can follow one or more of these links:
to unsubscribe from future mailings please click
here to create an email to advise us
to see our updated privacy policy please click here
Thank you for your interest in Tiffin School and the Tiffinian
Association; we look forward to keeping in touch with you.

If you would like to find out more, or want to offer to help,
please email me at
hvarley@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or call me on 020 8546 4638
(Ext 202).
If these particular events do not appeal to you, or you’re not
available for those dates, but you would like to support
students, please complete our online form in the first
instance. The link is in the original explanation from one of
our Year 12 students, below. Thank you.
‘‘Tiffin alumni hold a wealth of knowledge and experience in
a vast variety of fields and we would like to invite you to work
more closely with us. We believe that learning from former
Tiffin students who have been in our place, who can offer
relatable and practical advice, would be invaluable and help
us think about our next steps and careers. From providing
guidance on applications, taking part in informal Q&A’s to
offering work experience or offering shadowing
opportunities, any help, would be beneficial. If you are
interested in working with us in this way, please fill in our
online form using this link:
https://goo.gl/forms/eqEOkai1xTpCmVmI3.
We look
forward to hearing from you.” Hemanth, Year 12
Helen Varley, Tiffin Careers Advisor

The 2018 Tiffin Alumni Summer
Reunion
7.30pm to 9.30pm

Urgent request for volunteers to help
with two student careers activities

on Friday 29 June 2018

Thank you to those who responded to my request for Old
Tiffinians to help our students develop their interests, ideas
and skills related to careers work, in the previous edition of
Tiffnews. I’m really looking forward to working with you.
However, I still need more volunteers to help:
On Thursday 28 and Friday 29 June 2018 we will be
conducting mock interviews with Year 12 students. I am
looking for ten more interviewers with some experience of
recruitment or selection, from any industry, to give our
students experience of being interviewed by someone new
to them.
On Wednesday 11 and Thursday 12 July 2018, Year 10 are
off-timetable for careers days, designed to broaden their
horizons, increase self-awareness and use work-related
skills. I am looking for volunteers who would be willing to run
an interactive session representing their area of work (e.g.
simulation of a work task) for a class of students. These
sessions will provide an informal opportunity to share your
experience with students, whilst seeing them in action and
could be run on your own or with/by colleagues. If you wish,
staff at the School would work with you on designing an
appropriate activity. You would always be supported by a
teacher in school during the sessions.

There’s no charge to attend, but please book your place
through the TAL online booking process via the link:
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/page/event_details.
Alternatively, please email Alex Swift, the Alumni Manager,
at TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk or ring her on 020 8546 4638.
Alumni who left in years ending with '8' are particularly
encouraged to attend to celebrate their milestone year!
There will be a tour of the School and drinks will be served
in the Head's Garden.
Parking will be available on site.

The 105th OT Skiff Race
Sunday 30 September 2018

Thanks to Willie Harper (1967) for the photo
Competitors will gather at Dittons Skiff and Punting Club,
Queens Road, Thames Ditton (next to the Albany Pub) before
rowing up to the start at Hampton Court Bridge. The race
will start at about 11.00am at Hampton Court Bridge and will
finish at Kingston Bridge, taking about 25 minutes. There will
be a spectator launch following the race so family and
friends are welcome watch from the river.
If you’d like to crew a skiff (2 rowers and a cox) this year,
please contact David Gattey at dsgattey@btinternet.com.
There is a small cost of £5 per head to enter the race and a
fee for the spectators on the following launch.

SAVE THE DATE

Is it possible that the £50 assistance from Barry Scanlon
encouraged the increased numbers. Anyway, there were four
new attendees. Paul Bettison had previously asked if ladies
would be welcome. The answer is certainly yes and so he
invited his PA, Jackie (Alex Swift from the School had been our
first lady). The other three are all ex rugby players viz., Crisp,
Ebenezer, Hinton. I hope they will continue to pop in, even if it
is once a year.
The meal itself was the usual high standard with an excellent
menu choice and everyone enjoyed themselves. Apologies
were given from several stalwarts wishing us well on the day.
Finally the draws for the OTA 100 Club took place.
Future Thursday dates are:
Summer: 12 July 2018

The Tiffin Alumni Dinner
will take place in the new dining facilities
at Tiffin School on Friday 9 November 2018
We look forward to seeing alumni from all leaving years, but
are particularly encouraging the 2008 leavers back to attend
their 10-year reunion.
We also hope to see many 2007 and 2006 leavers as they
missed holding their 10-year reunions on the School site, due
to the new building works.

Autumn: 11 October 2018
Christmas: 13 December 2018
All are welcome and, if you wish to attend and bring guests,
please let me know on 01483-850705 or email:
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com
Greer Kirkwood

OTA 100 Club
Since the last report, draws have taken place as follows:
Previous win

Old Tiffinian Social Lunch
Our ninety-forth lunch was held at our usual venue on
Thursday, 5 April viz., the Ristorante Sorrento, 379 Ewell Rd.,
Tolworth, Surrey - meeting at 12.30, for lunch at 1pm,
departure about 3pm.
The eighteen present were: David Baron, Paul Bettison (Jackie
Richards), John Boult, David Chaffey, Dennis Clarke, Brian Crisp,
John Ebenezer, Willy Harper, Paddy Hinton, David Ingall, Greer
Kirkwood, Tony Millard, Gordon Mylchreest, Peter Osborne,
Roy Rathbone, Peter Smith, John Wright.

January 2018

£50

Andrew Goodwin

2010

February 2018

£50

Sid Millar

2014

March 2018

£50

Jack Foster

April 2018

£50

John Bingham

2017

The draws were held at the recent Old Tiffinian Social Lunch.
After an extra shake of the balls, I was hoping that a repetition
of a winner would be avoided, but no John Bingham has won
again. In contrast, Jack or John Foster has won for the first time
since starting in 2009. Congratulations to them and thanking all
members for their support.

100 Club Membership
The 100 Club makes a major donation towards the
Association’s income so please consider becoming a
member. The cost is £60 per annum or £5 per month by
standing order. The prizes are £50 each month, plus halfyearly major prizes of £1,000.
The
entrance
form
can
be
obtained
via:
http://goo.gl/5DU3YP and further information can be
obtained from Greer Kirkwood at 28 Railton Road, Guildford,
Surrey
GU2
9LX
or
01483
850705
or
greer.kirkwood@virginmedia.com

Greer Kirkwood (1961)

Events for your diary
29 June 2018 Tiffin School Alumni Summer Reunion
12 July 2018 OT Summer Social Lunch
19 July 2018 Widger Match
30 September 2018 Tiffin Alumni Skiff Marathon
11 October 2018 OT Autumn Social Lunch
9 November 2018 Tiffin Alumni Dinner
13 December 2018 OT Christmas Social Lunch

People
Graham Ison (1950)
After five years in the army and thirty
years in the Metropolitan Police, most of
which was spent as a detective at New
Scotland Yard, Graham Ison turned to
writing. In 1944, he acquired brief fame
by coming bottom of the school in the
half-yearly examinations scoring a
creditable 17.7%. However, despite that
initial setback, he has just published Deadlock, his forty-fourth
novel. The majority of his stories are
crime mysteries, but he has also
published Division, a political novel, and
A Damned Serious Business and Confirm
or Deny both of which have espionage as
their theme. The House at Oxford
Square, published exclusively on Kindle,
is the story of a man and a woman who
live through both world wars. He says
that the tutelage of the late Alfred
Tuddenham played no small part in his ability (nearly) to master
the English language.

His website is to be found at www.grahamison.co.uk, where
you can read more about his writing career (see the excerpt
below):
‘I first starting writing for pleasure when I was at school during
the Second World War. As part of a week designed to boost
War Savings – this one was called Wings for Victory Week - we
were encouraged to enter an essay competition. As the essay
had to have an air force theme, I wrote about a Royal Air Force
squadron scrambling during the Battle of Britain. It was
something I knew a bit about; I’d watched the battle from my
back garden.
Those of us who were commended for our effort, and there were
many of us, were taken to the Guildhall, Kingston to listen to a
lecture by Wing Commander Guy Gibson, holder of the Victoria
Cross, the Distinguished Service Order & Bar, and the
Distinguished Flying Cross & Bar.
Gibson had just returned from the famous raid that had resulted
in the breaching of the Möhne and Eder Dams in Germany, and
he held us spellbound with his account of the raid. To us boys,
Gibson was a giant of a man, a famous hero. But he was slightly
built and only 26 years of age! This encounter gave me the
impetus to write.’

Dr Sean Lang (1978)
Sean Lang, Senior Lecturer in History at
Anglia Ruskin University has two one-act
plays, that he’s written coming to the
Surbiton CornerHOUSE Theatre on 29
and 30 June 2018. One of them will
then be going on to the Edinburgh
Fringe in the summer. They are both
based on true stories, and one of them
has some intriguing local echoes...
Tickets
are
available
from
this
link:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/498334

‘A Cabinet Meeting’
Summer, 1988. The President suspects Education is scheming.
The Prime Minister thinks not, while Transport is delayed in
traffic. Will today's agenda survive? And who’s going to make
the coffee? A funny and poignant new play.

‘Party Night’ (Edinburgh Fringe Preview)
December, 1979. Keith and Valerie are young, successful
and in love. He is a successful doctor; she runs a shop and
is a keen disco dancer. Keith has a secret and when it
comes out their cosy life is shattered. A dark new play
inspired by real-life events.

red allegiances before the dinner quickly blended to a
celebration of purple. A number of awards were handed out
throughout the evening by each team, but special mention
should go to the four club stalwarts who were deserving
recipients of the Chairman’s Award: John Dickens, Errol Walker,
Dave Harry and Justin ‘Sniffer’ Smith, who between them have
nearly a century of overall Tiffinian experience. I’m not sure
anyone (likely including themselves) can actually remember
what the Club was like before them, and we are incredibly
grateful for all they continue to do for the Club, both on and off
the pitch.

Tiffinian Sport
Old Tiffinian Football Club
For those of you who are avid followers of OTFC, suffering from
sleepless nights wondering about our fate, the season on a
knife-edge at our last update, I am proud to tell you all teams
survived in their respective leagues somewhere between 3rd
and 10th place. For those of you especially worried about our
4th XI and the potential for FA sanctions after a strong season,
we are pleased to report the saga ended with an overall 3rd
place finish in Division 8 South (incurring no financial penalties).
While winning would have been a deserved end to the season
for both the 4s and the Club, a series of very close ‘6 pointer’
games late in the season made it a step too far for Tiffs to take
the title.
Classic football clichés including ‘mid-table mediocrity’ may
have been jokingly bandied about the changing rooms a Grist's,
but there is a general feeling of pride and positivity around the
Club. Tiffs are currently undergoing a significant transformation
process to ensure stability and promote long-term growth, and
this season has provided a springboard to do just that: growing
our squads, developing our players and the Club as a
community. Our next steps include the creation of a 5th XI for
the 2018-19 season, and a planned affiliation with Claygate
Royals FC, a local youth club, in order to develop a stream of
grassroots talent into the teams. The elder statesmen in the
Club may not like realising that any new blood coming into the
Club from this level were born very much this side of the
millennium, but the potential on-field advantages as a whole
speak loud and clear.
OTFC also returned to The Spring Grove pub in Kingston for our
annual end of season awards dinner last month, with over 60
players turning out from across the Club. Carefully planned to
coincide with the FA Cup final a few hours earlier, any blue or

OTFC's next ‘engagement’ is our annual summer tour, this year
heading to Antwerp in Belgium. The long weekend from 29 June
to 2 July is to be filled, unsurprisingly, with football (both
playing and watching), stadium tours, brewery tours and
more. It’s a true monument in the club calendar. This is also the
5th anniversary of the first tour to Brussels (in ‘modern times’,
at least), and by far off the biggest yet and currently 34 people
are scheduled to be getting on the Eurostar from St Pancras in
a few weeks. Let’s hope England can survive until the last 16 of
the World Cup when we get to Belgium…
As ever, training will continue every Monday 8pm over the
summer at the Tiffin Sports Centre, with extra fitness sessions
added throughout July and August at Grists. In other news, we
are in the process of launching a webshop for anyone to
purchase club merchandise - from training kit through to OTFC
beanie hats – watch this space for news. A few other key dates
for your diary over the summer:


14 July: OTFC AGM & T20 cricket at Grists



4 August: OTFC 6-a-side tournament

On behalf of the committee at OTFC, thanks to all involved for
a great year and bring on next season!
Tom Nichols (2011), OTFC Club Secretary

Tiffin Golf Society
The Golf Society is in very good shape I am
pleased to report. Being able to swamp several
matches with players means that we have had
the upper hand in every old boys match that we
have played and we now hold all 4 of the cups for which we
compete against KCS Old Boys, Old Hamptonians, Old
Surbitonians and Old Kingstonians.
Many congratulations to all on a brilliant performance against
Old Surbitonians. Having retained all 4 cups against our
traditional opponents, the challenge is to lift the SSOB cup in 3
weeks’ time! El Bandito, Peter One Jag, demolished the field
with a remarkable 45 points whilst John McNicholas ran up with
43. Further prizes went to Simon Clews, John Forster, John Giles
and Andy Raybould. All played excellent golf.
The Surrey Schools tournament is on Friday June 29th. The team
of 7 has been selected and non-counters are welcome to join
the tournament. There will be prizes for the winning team and
runners-up team and also for the best overall score (held by
Simon Clews from last year), the longest drive (18th) and
nearest the pin (12th). It’s a shot gun start at 10.30. Handicaps
are as per CONGU or Club but limited to 24 for all unofficial
handicaps. There are bacon rolls before the start and a lunch at
about 3.30.
Sign up now for Cuddington on September 25th.We are all
looking forward to seeing ‘One Jag’ at Cuddington by which
time he will playing off scratch.
When?

Where?

What?

Why?

Cost?

Fri
June
29th
2018

Bramley
G.C.

Surrey
Schools

£65

10.30 shot
gun

Old Boys

To win
the
final
illusive
cup

Tues
Sept
25th
2018

Cuddington

Tiffs Day Out

Bap,
coffee,

£65

Thurs
Oct
18th
2018

Hindhead

1.00 Tee

Old
Hamptonians

Captain: Andy Raybould
Chairman: Allan Piggott

With the close of a tough 2017/18 rugby
season for OTRFC, we are beginning to
plan for next year and the upcoming
2018/19 season. Those of you who have
followed the club's updated in Tiffnews will know that after
a positive season in 2016/17 finishing 3rd in the London 3
South West league, 2017/18 was a tougher prospect, and
the club faces an ongoing challenge to maintain and grow
our position in the 8th tier of the English rugby league
system.
The Club is run and managed by a group of volunteer Old
Tiffinians, including Coach Andy Blackburn (2004), 1st XV
Captain Jaewon Jang (2010) and Committee Members
Richard Sedgwick (2005), Kumara Mallikaaratchi (2009), Tim
Fawcett (2011), Sam Dowsett (2010), Steve Bannell (2003),
Alex Turner (2004) and Will Nichols (2013).
As you can imagine the costs involved with running a club
are significant; equipment, travel and facilities all cost
significant amounts on an annual basis. In recent years, the
club has received generous support from Present
Communications
(www.presentcommunications.com),
which is owned by Old Tiffinian Kieron Garlic (2003) and The
Charles
Holden
Pub
in
Colliers
Wood.
We have put together the following document with some
suggestions of how you could support OTRFC
http://www.tiffinfriends.org/design/pdfs/OTRFC%20Spons
orship%20Packages%202018.pdf
I am very keen to hear from anyone who would like to
support the Club - if you think this might be you, please email
me at j1m37@hotmail.com

Wishing you all a fantastic summer.
James McNicholas
OTRFC Club Secretary and 2004 leaver
Old Tiffinian's RFC

Coffee
bap

About
£72

dinner

subsidised

We are always ready to welcome new members so do drop
me a line if you would like to join us.
Martin Williams, Fixtures Secretary
mwilliams@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

Dear Tiffinians

Alternatively, if you are interested in playing, or coming
along to support we are an open and friendly club. Drop me
a line and I will let you know how to get involved.

dinner
With

Supporting Old Tiffs Rugby in 2018/19

A Warning about Social Media/Tickets
from John Wright
We understand the Rugby Club had a problem whereby two of
the tickets they received for the England v Ireland game ended
up duplicated by fraudsters and for sale on the ‘GetMeIn’
website at a price of £880.00 per ticket. While at all times the
pair of £79.00 Six Nations tickets remained in the possession of
the recipient, the fraudsters were able to duplicate them
because a photograph of the tickets appeared on a Facebooklinked website.
While it is easy to get carried away in the excitement of
receiving tickets for a concert, play or match, once they are
posted on social media, effectively you lose control of what
happens to them and leave them open to fraudsters copying
the barcode on them (which we think must have happened in
this instance). So please do not share either pictures or details
of any tickets on any social media site.

School News
What collective noun do you use to
describe a group of Geographers?

We were delighted to welcome back Jon Epstein and John King
to Tiffin School earlier this month, pictured here in the school
staff room along with some of the current Tiffin School
Geography staff.
(From the left Lawrence Britain, Mark Horwood, Ian Langrish,
Jon Epstein and John King)

Tiffin School Boat Club (TSBC)
The TSBC went to National Schools
over the May bank holiday
weekend and produced some
strong
results
that
show
continuing strength within the Club. The event works with a
time trial of all clubs and schools, where the fastest 24 are
entered in the side-by-side elimination races.
Our Championship 4x narrowly missed the cut by 3 seconds
though the stern pair represented TSBC in the Championship

Doubles the following day and won the C Final making them the
13th fastest double in the country, which is a huge achievement
when the competition will have featured GB junior rowers
throughout.
Our J15 boys acquitted themselves well and displayed some
fantastic technical rowing, but didn't make the eliminations in
a strong field with some truly huge athletes, where under 5
seconds separated nearly 20 boats. The J14s made the finals
with a blistering time trial and did well to be placed 21st overall
in their first national competition. Overall, a decent set of
results against top clubs and private schools.
Our last races will be at Kingston Regatta on the 14th-15th of
July if anyone wishes to support.
Alex Di Luzio, Head of Rowing

School Cricket
The season, as any other, has been a most enjoyable one
and one of significant progress and enthusiasm for
cricket. A pleasant headache is to find fixtures for the glut
of players in the A, B and C team squads!
U12 Cricket
It was very satisfying to field 4 teams at Grist against
combinations of KCS Wimbledon and Emanuel School. I am
pleased to report 4 wins too!
The A team has enjoyed no shortage of success with wins over
John Fisher, Hampton, Wimbledon College and KCS
Wimbledon. Our good run in the County Cup came to an end
last week at the hands of Whitgift. Following wins in earlier
rounds against Halliford and a particularly impressive win over
Reed’s School, we travelled to Whitgift to contest the
quarterfinal. A fine display of bowling and catching saw them
bowled out for 131 in their 25 overs. Despite a valiant chase,
some exceptional ground fielding led to our top 5 batsmen all
dismissed by run outs. As wickets continued to fall, the lower
order continued bravely to add to the total. 127 for 9 was
agonisingly close to an unprecedented victory over them. We
left disappointed, but knowing what to concentrate on in
practice!
Chris O’Connell, Head of U12 Cricket
Devon Cricket Tour 2018

Tim McCann (above) umpiring the match at Exeter Cricket Club
on the County Ground.

of England’s best school teams. Along with their top 10 position
in the King’s Trophy

Twenty-six boys and four members of staff embarked on the
journey across to the West Country on Friday 1 June for the
inaugural Devon Tour. With four games of cricket, training at
the Indoor Cricket Centre at Exeter University and squad
activities all part of the itinerary for the 3 days it was always set
to be an exciting weekend!

Tiffin student voted the most Employable
Student in the UK in 2018!

Proceedings kicked off with a match for the U13s at the
picturesque Budleigh Salterton C.C. and the U15s at the County
Ground at Exeter C.C.. The U13s won fantastically putting on
148 in their allotted 25 overs and restricted Budleigh to just 83
for 8 in response. The U15 side faced an Exeter side that had
never lost in Devon! Excellent bowling and a stunning catch
from our Captain meant that Tiffin recorded a brilliant win,
bowling Exeter out for 78 and knocking the runs off using just
16 of their 25 overs.

On
26 March,
PwC
and
RateMyApprenticeship voted Tiffin
student, Dhruv in Year 12, ‘The Most
Employable Student in the UK’, after he
won the final stage of the National
Schools Employability Challenge 2018.
Having competed in the initial rounds
of the challenge online, Dhruv was
selected to participate in the final at
PwC’s More London office at London Bridge.

A great training session on the Saturday morning, at the superb
facilities at Exeter University, was followed up by a challenging
cricket based quiz session and some racing in the evening to get
the competitive juices flowing. A cricket tour must of a curry for
dinner on the final night was held at ‘The Ganges’ in town which
went down a treat. Before heading back to London on the final
day the second fixture for both teams was played, this time the
U13 team at Exeter and U15 team at Budleigh. Both teams
recorded fantastic wins with contributions from everyone.

The final began with a round of assessments to examine
all-round aptitude, including reasoning, core employment
competencies and commercial and market awareness. It
concluded with a final challenge – to work in small,
randomly assigned groups and, within an hour, create a
business plan for a health and wellbeing app. Dhruv’s
group presented a meal-planning app, which was
especially well commended by the judges. He won a
coveted place on PwC’s Business Insight Week and paid
work experience.

An excellent tour for all involved and plans for more tours
further afield for the younger age groups in the future are in
place and our traditional senior tour to Holland to come this
summer!

A Year 12 Tiffin Student has won the
Young Kingston Artists Open Studios 2018
with the following installations:

Kaps Balasubramaniam (2004), Deputy Master of Cricket

Widger Cricket Match
2.30pm to 6.30pm on Thursday 19 July 2018 at Grists.
Spectators welcome.
This match, between the School 1st XI and the staff, is played
annually in memory of Widger Morley-Brown who was a
terrific Tiffin cricket player in the school’s 1st XI in the 1980s.

Tiffin Oratorio

School Athletics

The Tiffin Oratorio Choir will perform Verdi’s Requiem –
Verdi’s choral masterpiece and one of the most enduring
Requiems ever - on Sunday 25 November 2018 at the School.

13 Tiffin boys have been selected to represent Kingston upon
Thames in the County Schools Athletics Championships due to
their success in the Borough Championships at the beginning of
this term.

If you would like to perform with the choir, which will
combine members of the Tiffin Community alongside the
Tiffin Boys’ Choir, please contact Fleur Smith in the Tiffin
School Music Department at fsmith@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk

School Cross Country
The Tiffin Cross Country Team ended the season in strong style
with 14 athletes competing in the Ranelagh Cup held in
Richmond Park. The team came a pleasing 5th against the south

Rehearsals will take place 7-9pm at Tiffin School on
Wednesdays from 12 September 2018.

School Music
One of the highlights of the Summer Term so far was the School
Concert, which took place in Kingston Parish Church at the start
of May. There were excellent performances of a huge variety of
music given by the School Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra,
String Orchestra, String Quintet, Wind Band, Brass Band and
Swing Band. The massed Year 7 forces took to the stage for a
spirited and fully choreographed performance of David Nield’s
Up the Odyssey!, accompanied by a troupe of Year 7 actors, and
Year 8 trebles singing the solo roles.
The previous week, the Chamber Choir sang Evensong at
Magdalen College, Oxford alongside the College Choir. The
service included Noble in b minor, and a hugely loud rendition
of Parry’s I Was Glad.
The Boys’ Choir has been extremely busy preparing for two very
exciting projects: La Boheme at the Royal Opera House opens
on June 16, and ten trebles from the Boys’ Choir and girls from
Tiffin Children’s Chorus, have been hard at work rehearsing.
Eleven Boys’ Choir trebles have just spent two very exciting
days recording Handel’s Samson with the Dunedin Consort and
John Butt, for commercial CD release.
Forthcoming music events include:

De Mortuis
Guy Dunbar
Guy died on 25 May 2017. He taught English as an NQT at Tiffin
School after studying at Christ's, Cambridge in 1968. After Tiffin
he went on to be Head of Department at Turnford School in
Hertfordshire. He was one of those memorable teachers who
had a real influence on his students.
For me though he was a real help, particularly when I became
an English teacher myself in a comprehensive school in North
Lincolnshire. Guy wrote English textbooks, which I used, but he
also passed on other materials that he had developed and used
in the job he went to after Tiffin. He went into the advisory
service and later returned to teaching in Peterborough.
He had an unerring belief in the centrality of Literature to the
curriculum and the encouragement of all pupils to appreciate
that and to develop their own writing.
He was also a brilliant photographer and the walls of the
celebration were adorned with large framed examples of his
work.

-

21 June 2018, 5.45pm Choral Evensong at St Luke’s
Church, KT2 5TE

-

13 July 2018, 5.30pm Tiffin-in-the-Garden at Tiffin School

Guy sadly died at the age of 71. At the Celebration of Guy’s life,
there were people from his entire teaching and advising
careers, both students and colleagues. What was clear was that
he was held in very high esteem by all who had known him.

-

17 July 2018, 7pm Choir Concert at All Saint’s Church, KT1
1JP

Lance Kidney (1971)

-

16 & 18 September 2018, 7.30pm Britten’s Spring
Symphony at the Barbican Hall, London with the LSO and
Sir Simon Rattle

-

13 October 2018, 7.30pm Orff’s Carmina Burana at the
Royal Festival Hall, London

Fleur Smith, Tiffin Music Department Administrator, ext 133

Tiffin School is saying farewell to the
following staff at the end of this term:
Abigail-Louise Child (English)
Simon Ferris (Music)
Natasha Gallie (MFL)
Alex Karski (Classics)
Ian Langrish (Geography)
Ali Watkins (History)
Emma Witney-Smith (Biology)
We wish them well in their future roles.

Malcolm Prescott (1987)
Malcolm Prescott, who became the
youngest Surrey Comet editor aged 27,
has died after battling illness for two
years.
He worked at the Comet for more than 10
years from July 1989, after joining on
work
experience
after
studying
journalism at Highbury College of
Technology.
He moved to Melbourne, Australia in 1999, where he edited the
Leader Community Newspapers. He then made the move to
Brisbane in 2006 where he transferred to Quest Community
Newspapers as an editor.
He was passionate about cricket, Rugby Union and football, and
supported the Tottenham Hotspurs and Kingstonian.

David Redington (1971)
David, younger brother of Ian, sadly
passed away on 20 January 2018,
aged 65.
After leaving Tiffin School, David went
on to Brighton College of Education.
He then taught Maths at Fleetwood
School, now Chessington Community
College.
As
David’s
teaching
progressed, he took on the role of Head of Maths. His
colleagues noted that he always made a point of taking his fair
share of ‘difficult’ classes and believed in leading from the front.
A number of talented Maths teachers have David to thank for
the support he gave in the early stages of their career. It is
unusual for a teacher to devote all their teaching career to one
school but David taught two generations of Chessington
students during his 37 years at the School. One of his colleagues
calculated that he had influenced around 4,500 students during
his career.
A very kind man and a committed Christian, David organised
the School’s Christian Union and was very involved with his
local church in New Malden, leading an international Bible
study group with his wife, Linda. He was also a leader for the
Christian Youth Fellowship Association, encouraging 15-18 year
olds at camps during the summer holidays. One of the young
people at a club noted ‘He was the John Noakes of CYFA
leaders, super cool and a little bit disestablishment. Always had
huge respect for him.’
A keen gardener, he tended two allotments and treated family
and friends to vegetables he’d grown.
David was interested in sports. He like to watch and play rugby
when he was younger, and then watched and played cricket,

squash and golf, tennis, table tennis, badminton (and he was
pretty good!)
A devoted family man, he was immensely proud of his family
and will be much missed by his wife, Linda, his three children
and his grandchildren.

We regret also to announce:
Professor Alastair John Bellingham CBE (1956) passed away on
4 December 2017, aged 79. He was President of the Royal
Society for Haematology (1992-1993), President of the Royal
College of Pathologists (1993-1996) and Chairman of the
National Health Service Information Authority (1999-2004).
Brian Leonard Cottee (1955) passed away on 9 February 2018.
Anthony Hugh Gibb (1954) died on 9th April 2018 aged 82.
Sam Jefferies, who left in 2015, sadly died following a road
collision on 26 April 2018
Stephen John Armand James Le Bras (1965) passed away on 7
May 2018 at the age of 71.
Gordon Frederick Taylor (1946) passed away on 28 February
2018.

Please send content for the next edition of
Tiffnews to Alex Swift at:
TAL@tiffin.kingston.sch.uk
or:
Tiffin School, Queen Elizabeth Road,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6RL
by 18 September 2018

